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Burundi 
Burundi: Minister Says Tanzania, Zaire Aiding 
Hutu Extremists 


AB2501124096 Paris AFP in English 
0047 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Bujumbura, 25 Jan (AFP) 

~ The prime minister of Burundi, Antoine Nduwayo, 
in an interview with AFP late Wednesday [25 January] 
implicitly accused Zaire and Tanzania of abetting Hutu 
rebels fighting the government in Bujumbura. Nduwayo 
who is from the Tutsi minority, denounced what he said 
was “complicity” between the rebels and the “Armed 
Forces of Zaire’. 


"Il think that even at the top (of the Zairian regime) 
there is support,” for them, he said in an allusion to the 
Hutu dissidents waging a low-level guerrilla war against 
the fragile bi-ethnic coalition government in Bujumbura. 
He said Tanzania had also failed to crack down on the 
rebels. "But we have noted a significant improvement 
of late,” he said. 


Nduwayo reaffirmed his reyection of a UN proposal 
for an international force to be sent to Burundi. He 
said the best way the international community could 
help Burundi would be “to ensure that rebel groups in 
neighbouring countries are neutralised” and “to silence 
the extremist radio broadcasting from Zaire’. 


Nduwayo, said the withholding last year by Tanzania of 


a consignment of arms for Burundi had been ‘untair 
and added that the weapons used by the rebels “come 
from countries who would like to intervene militarily” 
in Burundi. 


Asked about the future of President Sylvestre Nubantun- 
ganya, a moderate Hutu, in the wake of general strike 
last week and calls by Tutsi extremists for his resig- 
nation, the prime minister said decisions could not be 
dictated “in chaos by the mob’. "But if the people don’t 
want him any more, there are conventional and consti- 
tutional mechanisms to resolve the problem,” Nduwayo 
said. 


Referring to the exodus of thousands of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees from a camp in northeasiern Burundi at the 
weekend, Nduwayo said rebel Hutus had attacked sol- 
diers guarding the camp. Even before the attack, he 
said the refugees had begun packing their belongings 
and food and making ready to leave. “There was con- 
nivance. This manoeuvre was to enable the refugees and 
the attackers who followed them to get into Tanzania,” 
he said. 


“There were former Rwandan soldiers among the attack- 
ers...and in the camps, some of the people are no an- 
gels, Nduwayo said. On Wednesday, Tanzania agreed 
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to let in 12,000 Hutu refugees camped at the border af- 
ler initially refusing to take them in. [passage omitted] 


Burundi: Government Denies Army Involved in 
Refugee Exodus 


EA2501163096 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} According to an official state- 
ment from the Burundian Government concerning the 
Rwandan retugee problem along the Tanzanian border 
with Burundi, the Burundian interior minister, Sylvestre 
Banzubaze, scys that on 17th this month, a group of 
armed people attacked government military positions 
near Mugano refugee camps. This resulted in an ex- 
change of fire resulting in the refugees fleeing the camps 
toward the Tanzanian border. 


The statement further says that the refugees fled alter 
looting supplies from stores of humanitanan organiza- 
ions like UNHCR and Medecins Sans Frontieres, MSF 
Those who attacked the government military positions 
are said to have taken the opportunity to flee among the 
refugees. 


Meanwhile, concerning the Ntamba refugee camps, 
a report by UNHCR in conjunction with security 
personnel in Burundi says refugees started leaving the 
camp on 20th this month. However, the report further 
says tha. there was no clear reason as to why they were 
escaping to Tanzania. 


In reaction to the above situation, the Burundian Gov- 
ernment says it is sull committed to the implementation 
of international laws regarding refugees. The Burundian 
Government expressed its disappointment over the alle- 
gations that its Army was involved in forcing the Rwan- 
dan retugees to flee from Ntamba and Mugano camps 


Cameroon 


Cameroon: Election Results Delayed; Clashes 
Leave Two Dead 


AB2501124596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Cameroon, pec; 'e are stl! 
expecting the official results of the 21 January municipal 
elections, and party headquarters are already getung 
irritated as a result of the delay. According to the Social 
Democratic Front [SDF], clashes occurred between its 
supporters and security forces in Douala on 23 January 
leaving two dead, but an independent source says only 
one person died. The SDF activists took to the streets 
to demand the announcement of the election results 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Chad 


Chad: Government, Armed Movement Sign Peace 
Accord 


AB2501 144396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1115 GMT 25 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Chadian Government and 
the Action for Unity and Development, an armed 
Opposition movement, have signed a peace agreement 
in Bangui, capital of the Central African Republic. The 
movement will now be legalized after giving up the 
armed struggle. 


Congo 


Congolese Cabinet Discusses Privatization, 
Employment Issues 


AB2501143796 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Congolaise Network in French 0700 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[Report on cabinet meeting held in Brazzaville on 24 
January] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The cabinet met at the Presi- 
dential Palace yesierday. The meeting was chaired by 
Professor Pascal Lissouba, his exceilency the president 
of the Republic and head of state. The items on the 
agenda of the meeting were the social situation within 
State enterprises slated for privatized, the government's 
employment policy, postgraduate professional training 
in the Republic of Congo, and measures to preserve the 
new company, Plasco. 


Examining the first item, the cabinet reviewed the 
current crisis within the enterprises affected by the 
privatization program. These are the National Electricity 
Company [SNE], the National Water Supp! ‘ onipany 
[SNDE], the National Posi and Telecommunications 
Company [ONPT], and Hydro-Congo. in regard to the 
illegal strike called by the labor unions of the above- 
named companies on 19 lanuary, the cabinet observed 
that the trade unions decided to embark on a strike even 
before exhausting the regular negotiation channels 


It noted that the reported acts of sabotage committed 
before the start of the strike constitute undeniable 
evidence of a premeditated action by the union leaders 
which undermines the interests of the entire nation and, 
notably consumer interests. Such unpatriotc behavior 
cannot be in defense of the interest of the workers they 
represent as workers’ interests are in nO way al stake at 
the current stage of the privatization process 


In fact, the current pase of the just started privatization 
process only focuses on the auditing of the affected 
enterprises. This audit exercise will lead to the proper 
evaluation of the enterprises before tenders and hids are 
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invited from potenual buyers. The government has no 
fears about the outcome of the audits it has direciod, and 
they will be conducted in the transparency desired by 
all, sO any allempt to oppose these audits and, notably 
the appointment of interim sole administrators, is an 
im licaton that some people tear the outcome of the 
auditing exercise. 


The cabinet reminded workers that labor disputes must 
be settled within enterprises with company management, 
and eventually through the intervenuon of competent 
insututions like labor inspectorates and labor courts. 
The capinet reaffirmed its preparedness to pursue the 
privalizavon exercise by associating the social partners 
who ere already epresented on the 10 prvatizauon 
committees. It also hailed the courageous attitude ot 
workers who, in response to the government's call, 
res:med work massively, thereby countering the acts of 
provocation by some union members who are seeking 
cheap popularity. 


Consequently, the president of the Republ'c directed the 
government to be mgorous with anyone who violates 
the Republican laws and regulauions, and to hack ail the 
measur.s adopted by government in the various state- 
ments if has issued in connection with the prevailing 
Crisis Sijuation in the enterprises affected by the priva- 
lization exercise. It 1s highly crucial, the head of state 
said, no. to interpret democracy as a license for anarchy, 
and this point must be understood by everybody once 
and for all. 


Touching on the second item, the cabinet examined 
and adopted the employment and professional traning 
policy document. The cabinet recalled that our country 
is experiencing a disturbing labor situation marked 
by ricos and prolonged unemployment. This leads to 
the wastage of precrous human resources, and the 
emergence of all kinds of social injustice and instability 


The document maps out the general guidelines of the 
national employment policy. It provides the state with 
an operational tool to help it to assume tts role of 
regulc ine the labor market. The new policy proposes 
a break with the past. First, it aims at overcoming the 
Culture! obstacles and the psychological shortcomings in 
order to bring the Congolese youth to easily adapt to the 
ongomg cconemie and social changes in the country 


Indeed, this new economic landscape 1s marked by free 
enterprise, market economy, and gradual government 
disengacement from production ventures. In the final 
analysis, 1! aims at establishing an efficient mechanism 
to ensure Coordination in the three key centers of activity 
which contribute to the promotion of employment 
These are 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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1. Labor market monitoring units which will operate 
under the Employment and Professions Inspectorate that 
replaces the former National Monitoring Center; 


2. Professional training centers to be operated by the 
National Professional Training Agency which will serve 
as the focal point for consultations and coordination of 
professional training and recycling activities in order to 
strike a balance between training and employment; and 


3. Financing units which will rely on the Employment 
Promotion Fund under which the jobs’ creation assis- 
tance and support programs fall. 


Finally, the cabinet decided in line with the implementa- 
tion of this policy that special emphasis should be placed 
On apprenticeship, self-employment, professional rede- 
ployment, and the promotion of agricultural activities 
since all this will contribute toward checking rural ex- 
odus. 


Examining the third item on safeguarding the new 
Plasco company, the cabinet first noted that this com- 
pany, which specializes in the bottling of the Mayo 
brand of mineral water now on the market, is cur- 
rently facing internal and external problems. It observed 
that heavy financial liabilities, outdated equipment, and 
overstaffing, are some of the internal problems, while 
the unfavorable fiscal and customs climate, and the 
flooding of the national market with imported mineral 
water constitute the external hurdles to overcome. 


To forestall the total closure of this production unit, the 
cabinet directed the competent ministry to org nize a 
feasibility study in order to diversify Plasco’s produc- 
tion base, while simultaneously improving on its current 
performance. 


To conclude, the cabinet appointed interim sole adminis- 
trators to manage the affairs of the following companies 
affected by the privatization exercise: Mr. Philippe Ouk 
Patine takes over the NSE, SNDE, Paribas office, and 
Meyers; Mr. Paul Aloise Mathicu takes over the ONPT, 
[names indistinct) while Mr. Dominique Roland will 
head the Hydro-Congo, and Price Waterhouse compa- 
nies. The cabinet meeting, which started at 1010, ended 
at 1250. 


Congo: Lawyer for Detained Unionists Protests 
Detention Decision 


AB2501132796 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Congo, the government has 
decided to put in order the public sector, which has 
been very agitated since the government's decision to 
privatize certain state-owned enterprises operating at 
a loss. In this regard, about 100 workers from this 
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sector have been dismissed. They were hardliners sull 
on strike despite warnings sounded by the government. 
The government is also taking to court the ringleaders of 
this work stoppage, which has been officially described 
as illegal. 


Initially scheduled for yesterday, the tnal of the four 
labor unionists of the National Posts and Telecommu- 
nications Office [ONPT], who are accused of violaung 
the freedom to work, will resume on 31 January. The 
police are looking for about 20 other unionists at the 
request of the courts for the same reason. While wait- 
ing to lay hands on these unionists, who are on the run, 
the government has remanded the four ONPT workers 
in custody. Regarding this decision to keep them in de- 
tention, here 1s the reacuon of Mr. Jolani, one of the 
defense attorneys, who spoke to Bienvenu Boudimbou: 


[Begin Jolani recording| My personal sentument 1s, per- 
haps, not one of sadness, but | am rather embarrassed, 
because at this specific moment I do not see any reason 
why these workers should be kept in detention. There 
are Certain reasons for detaining people. It is mostly to 
prevent them from running away, to prevent evidence 
from being covered up, and to ensure that they appear 
in court. However, these workers have fixed addresses 
and are family men with well-known places of work. 
I do not see.... [pauses] There are no witnesses to cor- 
rupt, and there is no evidence to be covered up. | very 
sincerely believe that.... [pauses] I do not have the right 
to pass judgment on or make derogatory remarks about 
any court decision — that is not my role — but I must 
state sincerely that the decision 1s not expedient. [end 
recording | 


Rwanda 


IMF Hails Rwandan Economic Recovery, Plans To 
Continue Support 

FA2501203796 Kigali Radto Rwanda in English 

1145 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The International Monetary 
Fund, IMF, says Rwanda’s economy has jumped back 
almost to its level before the 1994 war and genocide. 
It says the Rwandan economy which was devastated 
by the genocide and massacres recovered by almost 40 
percent in 1995. The IMF predicts that it will recover 
the remaining ground early this year and wall round off 
1996 with a 5 percent real growth 


The same assessment is shared by some UN agencies 
and nongovernmental organizations. The WFP [World 
Food Program] recently reported that agriculture, which 
like other sectors was devastated by the genocide, was 
picking up significantly and 1s on the point of attaining 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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pre-war levels. Even investor confidem + is said to be 
returning. This is evidenced by the opening of two 
new banks in Kigali, both of them being ; unt ventures 
between Rwandans and foreign partners. 


Such is the IMF satisfaction with Rwanda’s economic 
performance that it is backing the governme xt with 
the technical aid and cash. In March, it plan: to help 
convene another donors’ round table conference to raise 
more funds for Rwandan Government which sull faces 
enormous reconstruction challenges. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Sao Tome & Principe: President Leaves for Malabo 
on Official Visit 


AB2501171096 Paris AFP in French 
1544 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Sao Tome, 2§ Jan (AFP) — 
Miguel Trovoada, president of Sao Tome and Principe, 
left Sao Tome today on a three-day official visit 
to Equatorial Guinea. During the visit, a cooperation 
agreement, signed several years ago and which has 
never been implemented, will be revamped. 


The authorities in Malabo “have asked us to examine 
concrete actions to be taken in several fields,” Mr. 
Trovoada stated at the ume of his departure. He is being 
accompanied on this trip by Guilherme Posser da Costa, 
minister of fore gn affairs and cooperation, Agriculture 
and Fisheries Minister Julio Silva, and Industry and 
Commerce Minister Arlindo Carvalho. 


During our visit, we will examine the possibility 
of implementing some sections of this cooperation 
agreement,” President Trovoada said without indicating 
when the agreement was signed. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Zaire: Pro-Mobutu Daily Says Government on 
‘Brink of Collapse’ 

AB2601132196 Paris AFP in French 

1807 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 2S Jan (AFP) — Zaire 
is on the verge of another cabinet crisis. The revelation 
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was made today by a pro-President Mobutu Sese Seko 
newspaper, SALONGO. The paper blamed the crisis 
situation on the leader of the “presidential group.” 


According to SALONGO, the government made up of 
members of the Political Forces of the Conclave [FFP | 
“is at the brink of collapse.” The FPC is a coalition of the 
Presidential Group and the Union for Democracy and 
the Republic. SALONGO’s publishing manager, Bondo 
Nsama, known for his unflinching loyalty to Marshal 
Mobutu, blamed the crisis on FPC Chairman Mandungu 
Bula Nyati whose “mad demands’ the daily has always 
denounced. 


Mr. Bula Nyati is not a member of the coalition 
government but members of the Presidential Group he 
heads hold key ministerial posts in the government, 
including the post of prime munister in charge of 
defense. The paper claims that Mr. Bula Nyati would 
notably like to challenge the political agreements that 
led to the adopuon of the transitional Constitubon that 
will govern the country’s insututions until the upeoming 
first general elecuons — legislative and presidential - 
and constitutional referendum, scheduled to take place 
before July 1997. 


“Mandungu Bula Nyat, who has always engaged in 
a smear campaign against Prime Minister Kengo wa 
Dondo, is determined to lure President Mobutu into 
an absolutely suicidal political arrangement,” Bondo 
Nsama writes. SALONGO contends in its 23 January 
edition that “President Mobutu’s political intervention 
in the current crisis between FPC Chairman Bula Nyati 
and Prime Minister Kengo ‘1s appropriate.” 


The daily had earlier fiercely contested direct and 
indirect contacts which occurred a month ago between 
Bula Nyat and the radical opposition leader, Euenne 
Tshisekedi, describing them as abnormal.” It asserted 
that the Presidential Group leader was ‘certainly not 
speaking on behalf of President Mobutu. 


So far, no statement has yet been issued on these 
contacts from Ghadolite, 2,000 km north of Kinshasa, 
where Marshal Mobutu now lives, and where he recently 
received Mr. Bula Nyati. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Ethiopia 


Ethiopia: Prime Minister Returns From Working 
Visit to France 


EA2501194896 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The high-level Ethiopian del- 
egation led by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi returned 
home today after a three-day official working visit to 
France. On arrival at Bole International Airport this 
morning, the delegation was welcomed by Vice Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister Tamirat Layne. 


Ethiopia: Meles, French Minister Discuss 
Terrorism, Peace 

EA2601081796 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette \\as announced that France has a 
similar :. 1d to Ethiopia regarding the shielding of 
terrorists by Sudan. The minister, who met Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi yesterday, told correspondents 
that Ethiopia and France have a similar stand on Sudan. 
[passage omitted] Mohammed Negash has the report: 


[Negash] Foreign Minister Herve de Charette told 
correspondents he held talks with the prime minister 
on the existing peace in the Horn of Africa and its 
surroundings, as well as on bilateral relations. The issues 
of Somalia, Rwanda, and Burundi, the dispute between 
Eritrea and Yemen, and Sudan were the main topics. 


On Sudan, both countries have a similar stand. Accord- 
ing to the foreign minister, France and Ethiopia both 
want Sudan to stop shielding terrorists. Therefore, said 
the foreign minister, France agrees with Ethiopia that 
Sudan has to hand over the terrorists who attempted to 
kill Egyptian President Husni Mubarak. [passage omit- 
ted] 


German President Arrives in Ethiopia for 
Seven-Day Visit 


EA2501201596 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} President Roman Herzog of the 
Federal Republic of Germany arrived in Addis Ababa 
this afternoon on a seven-day official visit to Ethiopia at 
the invitation of his Ethiopian counterpart, Dr. Negaso 
Gidada. On his arrival at Bole International Airport, 
the German president was welcomed by President 
Negaso Gidada and Deputy Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister Tamirat Layne and other senior Ethiopian 
Government officials. 
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After inspecting the guard of honor at the airport, 
President Herzog accompanied by Dr. Negaso drove 
to the National Palace. President Herzog is the second 
German head of state since the beginning of Ethio- 
German relations some 350 years ago to visit Ethiopia. 
Former president [name indistinct] visited Ethiopia in 
1964. 


Somalia 


Houses Burned (own in Central Somalia Over 
Faction Fightiny 


AB2501214396 Paris AFP in English 
1625 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Mogadishu, Jan 25 (AFP) 
— More than eight homes belonging to members of 
warlord Mohamed Farah Aidid’s Habr Gedir clan were 
torched by a rival faction clan in central Somalia, press 
reports said Thursday (25 January]. 


The QARAN daily newspaper said the houses were 
burnt down Wednesday in the ‘own of Beletweyn by 
furious Hawadle clan members to protest the recent 
capture by Aidid of Tieglow District, 90 kilometres (60 
miles) southwest of Beletweyn. 


Habr Gedir clan elder Chief Abdullahi Mohamed Arrale 
told reporters here Thursday that his residence in 
Beletweyn was among those set ablaze. “Their purpose 
is to eradicate all Habr Gedir clansmen from Beletweyn 
and the Hiran region as a whole,” Chief Arrale said, 
noting that Hawadle militamen were said to have 
vowed to completely wipe out the Habr Gedirs in the 
region. 


All major roads leading to Beletweyn have been blocked 
by Hawadle militiamen using land mines and makeshift 
barricades, the XOG-OGAAL daily reported. 


Aidid captured the Hiran region in 1994 when his 
forces overpowered Hawadle militiamen in Beletweyn 
and then went on to disarm the 169-strong Zimbabwean 
contingent of the UN Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM) 
peacekeepers. But Aidid lost control of the region after 
Osman Hassan ‘Ali “Ato” defected from his United 
Somali Congress/Somali National Alliance (USC/SNA) 
faction early last year. 


“Ali Atto, himself a Habr Gedir clansman, now leads a 
rival faction within Aidid's USC/SNA and has allied 
himself with Aidid’s arch-rival ‘Ali Mahdi's Somali 
Salvation Alliance (SSA). 


Aidid’s government controls south Mogadishu and the 
SSA controls the north of the capital. 


The Hawadle clan supports the United Sonali Congress 
Peace Movement (USCPM). 
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Somaliland President Egal Discusses ‘Mysterious’ 
Bomb Biast 

AB2501223896 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] There have been reports this 
week of mysterious explosions in the remote eastern 
region of the self-declared Republic of Somaliland. 
They apparently occurred in December, but because of 
he remote nature uf the area have been slow coming 
to light. The blasts have been attributed to various 
causes from unidentified flying objects, UFO's, to rocket 
tests. Well, Somaliland leader, Mohamed Egal, has been 
looking into the matter. On the line to Hargesa, Timothy 
Ecott asked him what he thought had been going on.. 


{Begin recording} [Egal] We have these mysterious 
reports from our nomadic population there, and then, | 
sent a four-man commission, two doctors, a veterinarian 
doctor, and one minister, and they have subraitted to us 
a report, which is very, very alarming. They said that 
they went there almost a fortnight after this thing has 
taken piace and they found most of the animals in the 
area are still in a sort of a demented stage. They were not 
grazing, they were just stampeding all over the place. 


{Ecott] You said the animals were demented. What 
about the people living there? 


{Egal] Some of them, who were very close to the area, 
have got skin rashes, and some of them are having 
very, very big problem. They are almost (?shedding 
their outer skin), there are [words indistinct] boils all 
over the place, and some of them are having stomach 
aches, you know, and very unusual motions — stomach 
motion — and a lot of symptoms have been reported. 
We are sending back some doctors to actually evaluate 
the human damage and the animal damage that has been 
done. 


{Ecott] Did anyone get an eyewitness account of what 
this explosion might have been caused by? 


(Egal} The people who were there, you know, the 
stories they tell is that they heard no noise. Apparently 
whatever exploded was moving al a supersonic speed, 
because there was no prior noise or anything like that. 
You know, they just heard a very, very, very loud 
explosion which has taken place and the light, you 
know, the light of the explosion in the air. The area 
is so big that they didn’t have the capability or the time 
to investigate the whole ground and try and pick up any 
debris that might have fallen. They haven't been able 
to do that. 
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{Ecott] Whatever your authority is claiming that this 
might have been, some of the news agencies are talking 
about UFO's. 


{Egal] No, no, no, no, we are not making any claims 
of that or any fantastic claims like that, you know. 
What we think happened 1s that there must have been 
a missile fired from somewhere, which has exvloded 
either deliberately over our country or whether it has 
exploded inadvertently, we can't tell. So, what we are 
asking now, people like the English, and French, and 
especially the Americans who monitor the world, they 
must know what happened, you know. They definitely 
know what happened, they are monitonng the whole 
world, reconnaissance 24 hours a day, you know. And 
they know what happened. if it was Saddam Husayn 
who fired the missile, it would have been in the 
headlines all over the world. But apparent!y whoever 
fired the missile is sull in the good books of those who 
know, and they don’t want to publicize it. But we want 
to know what happened to us so that at least we will 
know how to deal with it. 


{Ecott] Is anybody offering you help to investigate and 
to look after the people you say have been injured? 


[Egal] Well, we have sent it — yes -—— to the American 
Embassy, you know. We have sent it to the British 
Embassy, we have sent it to the French Embassy, and 
we have sent to the BBC, and to the REUTERS and 
people like that, you know. Nobody has yet responded, 
but we have made the appeal and we are still making 
it. [end recording] 


Uganda 


verman President Herzog Pledges Support to 
Uganda 

EA2501201096 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1400 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The president of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Professor Roman Herzog, has 
reiterated his country’s commitment to support Uganda 
in various ways. 


Addressing a joint press conference with President 
Yowen Museveni this morning, President Herzo, said 
that Uganda is still one of Africa’s poor nations and that 
it still needs some support. He commended the Gov- 
ernment of Uganda for putting in place policies that 
have i:beralized the economy and for creating a favor- 
able investment climate both of which have resulted in 
progress and development. Answering a question about 
cooperation between Uganda and Germany, Professor 
Herzog said that Uganda can attract German business 
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companies through favorable investment conditions and 
good economic polic’ss. 


Asked if there is a specific reason why he had chosen 
to visit the countries of Ethiopia, Eritrea and Uganda, 
Professor Herzog explained that he had wanied to visit 
countries where there was poverty due to civil wars 
but countries which are now getting on with rebuilding 
and Geveloping their nations. He also soid that his visit 
to these countries is a demonstration that Africa is not 
being forgotten by Germany. 


On Uganda's political situauon, President Herzog said 
that he held meetings with President Museveni and 
later with advocates of multi-parties bu added that 
Germany cannot tell Uganda what form of democracy 
is suitable for Uganda. He said that he and President 
Museveni share the view that freedoms of democracy 
must be guaranteed and that different opinions must be 
expressed. He paid tnbuie to the new Constitution in 
Uganda, saying that it 1s a good basis for the future of 
the country. 


On regional issues, Professor Herzog hailed the visit 
of President Moi of Kenya to Uganda, saying that this 
is a Sign that relations between Uganda and Kenya are 
normalizing. He said that Germany is very happy about 
this development and hoped that it will be strengthened 
and resuii in permanent and sustainable political and 
economic cooperauon. 


In his brief opening remarks to the press, President 
Yower! Museveni paid tnbute to Germany for the sup- 
port she has steadily given to Uganda since 1986, not- 
ing that Germany has supported Uganda with project 
support, balance of payment support and also in inter- 
national agencies. 


Commenting on bilateral cooperation between Uganda 
and Germany, President Museveni said that the most 
optmal expression of this cooperation took place yes- 
terday at Nalukulongo, whose workshop was built by 
the Government of Uganda, whose machinery the gov- 
ernment imported from Germany. The (?spares) for the 
workshop have been purchased with funds from the Ger- 
man Aid Fund and [name indistinct), a German Com- 
pany, signed a joint venture with Uganda Railways Cor- 
poration to run the workshop together. President Musev- 
en informed the press that Uganda supports Germany's 
bid to become a member of the Security Council but that 
Africa should also have a permanent seat on the coun- 
cil although the seat can rotate among African countries 


each year. [passage omitted} 
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Kenyan, Tanzanian Presidents Arrive in Uganda 
for Talks 


EA2501184096 Kampala . 
in English 1400 GMT 25 Jan 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Presidents Daniel arap Moi 
of Kenya and Benjamin Mkapa of Tanzania have arrived 
in Uganda today to attend celebrations marking the 
tenth anniversary of the NRM [National Resistance 
Movement] administration. The two heads of state wii! 
also attend a tmpartite meetung about the progress of the 
east African cooperation. 


President Mkapa and his wife, Mrs. Anne Mkapa, 
were received at Entebbe International Airport thi: 
afternoon by President Yoweri Museveni and Mrs. Jane’ 
Museveni. [passage omitted] 


Uganda Network 


President Moi also arrived this afternoon and was 
received by President Museveni. [passage omitted] 


Kenya, Tanzania To Cooperate With Uganda To 
Strengthen East Africa 
FA2501220896 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 


Corporation Network in English 
1600 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Tronscribed Excerpt] Presidents Daniel arap Moi, 
Yower: Museveni of Uganda and Benjamin Mkapa 
of Tanzania today declared their commitment to work 
together for the welfare of the people of the east African 
region. 


The three east African heads of state made the decla- 
ration after a one-hour closed door meeting at Kam- 
pala international conference center. President Musev- 
eni announced that President Moi had been nominated 
the chairman of the meeting. 


In a statement of the chairman of the meeting, President 
Moi said that they had discussed issues relating to east 
African cooperation, which he said would be launched 
in March this year in Arusha. He further said that by 
then, Kenya would have appointed the secretary general 
to the secretariat. 


Noting that stability was crucial to the effectiveness of 
the east African cooperation, the Kenyan head of state 
said that they had therefore touched on the problem of 
southern Sudan, Somalia, Burundi and Rwanda. 


President Moi pointed out that the success of the 
east African community would depend on the commit- 
ment of the people of the region. He recalled the pre- 
independence days, when leaders of the freedom move- 
ments in this region used to meet in Nairom, Mbale in 
Uganda and Moshi in Tanzania under the auspices of 
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Pan-African Movement for east and central Africa. Pres- 
ident Moi added that this commitment and spirit should 
be revived. He expressed hope that east Africa would 
in the future march into a political federation. 


President Moi said that the three had also discussed 
economic issues and especially the Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa, Comesa. Also on the 
agenda was possible regional projects, President Moi 
sud, adding that priorities would be discussed. He 
said that the east African region with population of 
20 million people was, without doubt, a vast market 
whereby people should cooperate for the economic 
development. [passage omitted] 


Ugandan President Museveni Pardons Over 500 
Prisoners 


EA25012214%6 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Yoweri Museveni 
has pardoned ver S00 prisoners from all over the 
country. The prisoners released include all persons 
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sentenced to ten years or more but remaining with six 
months to serve, all expecting or breast-feeding mothers 
on minor offenses, and the terminally sick but on minor 
offen.es. They also include all tax defaulters, or idle 
and disorderly [as heard] and ali those aged sixty years 
and above nd convicted for minor offenses. 


Speaking to those released from Luzira, the commis- 
sion.t general of prisons, Mr. Joseph Etuma, reminded 
the inmates tc go back to the society and ensure that 
they follow the laws to avoid coming back to rason. 
On behalf of the prisoners released, one elderly pris- 
oner thanked the president and the NRM [National Re- 
sistance Movement] government for the gesture and as- 
sured the prison officers that they will go back to the 
countryside and ensure that they would not go against 
the laws of the Republic of Uganda. 


This brings the number of released prisoners to nearly 
800 inc.uding the release of hawkers on Monday [22 
January} this week. 
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Mandela To Discuss Swazi Situation at Lesotho 
Funeral 


MB2501152396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Neilson Mandela and 
Foreign Minister Al‘ted Nzo will discuss the situation 
in Swaziland wheu they meet in the Lesotho capital, 
Maseru, tomorrow, for the funeral of King Moshoeshoe 
Il. 


However, Foreign Affairs spokesman Peter Swanepoel 
said indications showed that King Mswati Ill did 
not feel he needed help in mediating the crisis. Mr. 
Swanepoel said the department had not been approached 
to mediate by any of the strike organizers. He said 
South Africa ‘vould consider assisting with mediation 
if approached. 


Mandela Plans To Visit Swaziland ‘as Soon as 
Possible’ 

MB2501163696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Txt] President Nelson Mandela says 
he plans to visit Swaziland as soon as possible in 
the wake of violent protests by workers demanding 
democratic reforms. Mr. Mandela and Swazi Prime 
Minister Prince Mbilini Diamini will both attend the 
funeral of King Moshoeshoe II in Lesotho tomorrow. 


However, Mr. Mandela said he did not intend to discuss 
the Swazi unrest with Pnnce Diamini unless someone 
else raised the matter. Earlies it was reported that the 
president and South African Foreign Minister Alfred 
Nzo would discuss the situation when they met in 
Lesotho. 


South African Deputy President Discusses State of 
Nation 


MB2301155396 Johannesburg SABC TV ] Network 
in English 1815 GMT 21 Jan 96 


[Interview with South African Executive Deputy Pres- 
ident Thabo Mbeki by Tim Modise in SABC's Johan- 
nesburg studio, on the “Agenda/Newsline’ program — 
live} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Modise] Good evening, and 
welcome to Sunday TV | edition of Agenda/Newsline. 
I'm Tim Modise, and with me in the studio tonight to 
discuss the state of the nation is the executive deputy 
president, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, after his short period as 
acting state president. Amongst the issues to discuss 
with our guest are security concerns in the intelligence 
agencies, crime and political violence, slow delivery 
of RDP [Reconstrucuon and Development Program|, 
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unemployment, and privalizauion of stale assets. Mr 
Deputy President, good evening, welcome. The presi- 
dent on Fnday [19 January) met King Zwelithini, and 
King Zwelithini made a call and said the president must 
ban traditional leaders trom participating in politics 


[Mbeki] It would be good if indeed the traditional 
leaders played their traditional role as representatives o! 
their communities and rather than being representatives 
of parucular politcal parties. | think the king ts correct. 
Now whether we can ban them is something else, but 
1 think 1 would be good if the traditional leaders will 
seek respect from the communities over whom they are 
leaders. If they sought that respect and support, indeed 
to say we represent all our people, and we are not 
affiliated to particular political parties 


{[Modise] But do you think this will impact on the forth- 
coming summit between the president, Chief Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi, and the king?’ 


[Mbeki] No it shouldn't; wt shouldn't. The sored of 
meeting would address, among other thing. 4, ito 
ensure that the forthcoming local goverr seat ere Gos 
in that province, KwaZulu/Natal, are ari fair 


and therefore to address questions of viow i iree 
pohiucal acuvity — this kind of question, and I'm sure 
that one of the issues that would be addressed would be 
the need for the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] to return to 
the Constitutional Assembly. So there would be specitc 
matters like that. | don’t think 4 matter of whether chiefs 
belong to political parties or not would have a direct 
impact on those particular discussions 


{Modise] Sull talking about KwaZulu/Natal, let's focus 
on the violence there. You went to the funerals of the 
vicums of the massacre at Shobashobane, and today’s 
reports indicate that preliminary investigations show 
that there might have been some policy involvement 
in the execution and the planning of thai parucular 
massacre. 


[Mbeki] Tim, we are focussing on this whole question 
of politcal violence in the province in the first instance 
It seems to us ... [Pauses] seems to me certainly, that i's 
organized, that violence, and therefore that we need to 
get to those people who organize it and we need to get 
to those people who carry out as part of those organized 
formations, [words indistinct} it's quite clear also that 
there are people from among the security forces who 
are part of that organization. So we want to get to the 
root of it and get hold of the people responsible 


{Modise}] Just [words indistinct) Presuient De Klerk 
that he had the security forces at his disposal, he was 
capable to use such security forces to clamp down on 
the violence in KwaZulu/Natal, but it's still gong or 
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Sixty-two people on average get killed every month, and 
we Jo not seem to be on top of the situation there. 


{Mbeki} Yes, the statement — that statement made by 
the ANC then was correct. It’s a part of the problem you 
are dealing with now. As I was saying, it’s ote clear 
that there are members of the security forces who have 
been involved inwU violence, and I’m quite certain that 
the ongoing invesugations now in the violence along 
the South Coast, in KwaZulu/Natal, will establish that 
as fact. Those are not people who are put there by the 
present government. We've inhe: ted that whole system 
and indeed where minister of safety and security, or the 
new national commissioner, might very well say to a 
police officer: Investigate the following — not knowing 
that the person he is asking to investigate is himself 
responsible for the violence. So as part of this whole 
process of the transformation of the security forces has 
to do with this question of ensuring that not only the 
majority, which is the situation now, but all security 
forces are loyal to the new constitutional and political 
order, and so I think people should not be surprised that 
there would be people within those security forces who 
would be playing a negative role. 


[Modise} But is the government ever going to be on 
top of the situation in KwaZulu/Natal? I mean, it is 
now taken for granted that there will be massacres. We 
hear reports every weekend, 50 people get killed, and 
so on and so forth. Now the question is: Will there ever 
be ume when violence in KwaZulu/Natal is completely 
obliterated? 


[Mbeki] Well, I'm absolutely certain. | mean, we had 
a similar situation didn’t we, on the East Rand, with 
regard to that kind of political violence, and it’s gone 
down very radically. If it can happen on the East 
Rand I don't see why it can't happen in KwaZulu/ 
Natal, but what I'm saying, in particular about this kind 
of violence, is that it's organized and it’s instigated 
deliberately for certain purposes, and therefore there's 
a very fundamental objective that's got to be pursued, 
which is crime detection — to find out who these people 
are, do all of these invesugations, arrest them, charge 
them, convict them. As you can see there's, on the part 
of the police, a rather massive operation of this kind 
going on in terms of the South Coast because of the 
length of time this part of the country has been subject 
to this kind of violence, and more recent events during 
the month of December, and I'm absolutely certain that 
these two investigating teams, one of them investigating 
the violence generally, and the second one looking at 
the question of the possible complicity of members of 
the security forces. I'm absolutely certain that they will 
produce the results that are necessary and to the extent 
that we are able to take — to remove that organized 
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Capacity to carry out violence. Then indeed we are 
moving Closer to restoring the sort of normality in that 
province that is needed. 


[Modise} Talking of violence being very much [words 
indistinct] of the crime situation in the country, the 
crime situation is spiralling out of control. We get told 
that there is organized crime in this country, meaning 
thai there is enough intelligence to arrest and prosecute 
people who might be behind these crime syndicates. 
One wonders why we seem to be losing the war against 
crime. 


[Mbeki] | wouldn't say we are losing the war against 
crime. Sure there's a lot of organized crime in the 
country. | think, Tim, that one of the things we need 
to bear in mind is this country has a past. | think we 
should not delude ourselves as though South Africa 
Started yesterday. We have a past, and next time you 
talk to Deputy President De Klerk, ask them how many 
times they discussed crime in their cabinet — in the 
previous cabinet. You inherit a situauon where the 
police force was focussed in particular direcuons — 
had to fight people opposed to apartheid, had to fight 
a political battle in defense of the apartheid system. 
Crime intelligence in this country is very weak because 
of that, and so that’s why the minister of safety and 
security is paying particular attention to this matter of 
increasing Capacity to do crime intelligence because 
even in the circumstance that in certain instances 
certainly, in certain instances when the police knew 
who was responsible for which crime they used those 
criminals as informants to catch the political activists, 
so they allowed the crime to continue. So I don’t think 
we should pretend that it’s a situation that you just 
transform overnight, but that the reality of South Africa, 
that because of all of this, that capacity to detect crime 
and therefore to prevent it, and where it has occurred, 
to arrest people and secure convictions — that capacity 
has been very weak because of this past where we come 
from. 


[Modise} And also it seems the criminal procedure in the 
country also is very suspect, and there were threats that 
magistrates and prosecutors will go on strike, recently, 
for example. The police are saying sometimes they do 
effect these arrests but the suspecis that get arrested are 
given free bail or are given very lenient bail conditions 
and are released back into society. 


[Mbeki] Well part of the problem, part of the problem 
Starts with the presentation of evidence. When you go in 
front of the magistrate and say to the magistrate please 
deny this following person bail, you need to argue that 
to the magistrate, but as I was saying you come back 
to the same question. When you have one police officer 
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situng with 120 dockets, one police officer investigating 
120 cases, must take all of these cases to court, of course 
you are not going to succeed. Sure it’s true at an earlier 
period since the transition, we all of us got worried about 
the ease with which peopie got bail and that matter has 
been addressed, so many things need to be chenged, 
but as I say part of the problem is that when a police 


officer who is overloaded with this enormous volume of 


dockets goes and argues a case, hasn't had enough me 
lo prepare, to argue, to debate, because you have got to 
convince a magistrate to deny bail. 


{Modise] So, then, what 1s the government going to do 
to correct precisely that problem? 


{Mbeki} It requires many things, Tim. As I was saying, 
you see the Ministry of Safety and Security and the 
police services is paying particular attention () this 
matter of crime intelligence. The ministry and the pelice 
service are preparing what is described in terms of the 
new police act as an annual policing plan, ard that 
annual policing plan which, say for the year 1996, 
which must be submitted to Parliament — the plan 
— tor the year 1996 this 1s our plan to combat crime, 
and that would then include even elements like: Herc 
is our problem in the Johannesburg area. in terms o1 
the plan there are not enough police officers. There 
are 200 police officers in the Hillbrow police » ation, 
policing the Hillbrow area with half a million people. 
Two hundred police officers are not enough, therefore 
the police then must provide for recruitment o! more 
police. Money must be found somewhere. Nov very 
easy, but those are the sorts of things money, 
vehicles, other technology, television cameras over the 
central business districts of the mayor towns where crime 
occurs, airplanes to helicopters — there's a wi.ois range 
of things like this which would be in the plans WV cether 
they are realizable — to some extent it's going to 
depend on whether the money 1s there. 


[Modise] Well, sull talking of the police and intelligence 
and the matter between the intelligence agencies and the 
police: Was there any bugging that took place on the 
generals, or rather, on the commissioners of the police 
services? 


{Mbeki} Well, as you know we have agreed with al! the 
intelligence services and ali the security forces that they 
must, all of them, investigate this matter. Yes, there was 
a bug on the telephone of the secretary of the Policeman 
Management Forum, not the commissioners. There was 
a tape recorder, not a bug, @ tape recorder [words 
indistinct} the office of the provincial Commissioner 
in the Northern Province. There were wires ahove 
the ceiling of the office adjacent to the office «! the 
provincial commissioner for Gauteng, one bug on the 
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telephone !ine — home celephone — of the secretary. 
The matter is being investigated, all of that, and as 
we've said we are working al a judicial Commiss. vn, 
which of course would benefit from the results of this 
investugauion, which all of the services are engaged in, 
to establish the truth about all of those things. 


{Modise] Was there, al any given stage, official instruc- 
lions to, maybe, intelligence operatives, to bug some of 
the semor officers within the police services? 


{Mbeki} Certainly not trom government. The procedure 
in the country in terms of bugging is that if the 
intelligence agencies feel that in the pursuit of crime 
they need to do this, they need permission from a judge. 
So tiey' ve Cot to prepare the case, go to a judge, and 
say: This ., what we are doing. This 1s the evidence we 
ha, — imvesugaung crime — and it’s got to be crime. 
There's no....[pauses}] Its prohibited to plant bugs or 
anything lin. this, even with the permission of the judge, 
fat’: .o dis over people's poliucal activities and so on. 
i'm saying its got to be crime, but that requires the 
permission Of a judge and you've got to justify to the 
judge the necessity for that kind of bugging. Sc there 
would be no government instruction — go and bug so 
and so. There will be a request from the intelligence 
services, sot to the government, but to a judge, who 
would then determine whether this 1s justified or not 
justified. 


{Modise}] So in other words, this was an unlawful, illegal 
activity on the side of whoever placed those bugs. 


{Mbeki} Ti.at has to be established. If the judge says: | 
never gave such authorization — that would be illegal. 


[Modise} Let's move to economy now, and crime 
detinitel’ threatens the economy. It is said that our 
economy grew by 3 percent last year, and it's expected 
to more or less remain at that rate of 3 and one- 
half percent, but then the economy has not grown in 
such a way that i! transforms into creating jobs. There 
arc new entries into the job market as we speak, and 
unemp'oyment ts standing at about 40 percent of more, 
and one wonders 1f we are, or rather the government 1s, 
In a position to stimulate the economy in such 4 way 
that yobs are created? 


{Mbeki} fim, | think one of the things that we need 
to do as South Afncans ts not to believe too much the 
notion that we are a miraculous country. In 1&8 months, 
2U .nonths, there 1s no way, in any country anywhere 
in the world, that you could have turned round the 
economy in 4 vastly different manner in that short period 
of ume. I think we should be proud of this kind of rate of 
growth that you are talking about. We ve turned around 
what was the situation for a long period of time where 
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you had an actual decline in the rate of investment — 
you have an actual growth — you've turned around a 
situation in which you had an actual flight of capital out 
of the country into a situation of a very sustained inflow 
of foreign capital into the country. You've had new jobs 
created, you have new [words indistinct} threatening the 
economy — everybody was saying we are afraid of the 
Mexico example — nothing happened. 


I think there are very positive things, so having estab- 
lished this base — falling rates of inflation and this kind 
of thing — having established that base, yes indeed we 
say, we need to say, what else do we need to do to 
push this economy up? What does the government need 
to do? What does the private sector need to do? The 
principle investor in the South African economy ought 
to be the private sector. So, indeed these are matters that 
then have to be addressed and from the government's 
side there are lot's of things that the government is do- 
ing with regard to generating that sense of growth. Even 
addressing the whole matter of business confidence 1s 
part of this. We are involved in very detailed discus- 
sions, for instance with the European Union, to open up 
the European Union markets to South African products, 
and we would hope to conclude those negotiations this 
year — expands your export possibilities and therefore 
your growth possibilities here. Development of the in- 
frastructure, roads, houses, water, all of this, the public 
works programs, all of these things would help to inject 
that growth and to create a source of jobs. So there's a 
whole gamut of issues. 


{Modise] Well, many captains of industry were little 
unhappy when some senior government officials started 
contemplating putting in place antitrust laws. Is the gov- 
ernment still looking at breaking up the conglomerates 
in we country? 


{Mbeki} Sure. We must discuss antitrust legislation in 
the country. The objective of the antitrust legislation 
we are talking about is to open up the economy to 
ensure greater competitiveness. We are not...[pauses] 
We don’t proceed from the position that simply because 
a company is big, therefore it must be broken up. That's 
not the basis from which to proceed, but that there 
ought not to be practices in the South African economy 
which limit the possibility, for instance, of the entry of 
foreign competitors. There are many countries that want 
to come here not to buy shares on the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange, but actually to build new factories 
— direct investment of that kind — and many of 
them have complained to say there are practices in the 
South African economy which create blockages. We are 
talking about developing small and medium business, 
Precisely among other things to create jobs, and we want 
to ensure that the Mg corporations in the country don't 
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limit the possibility for small and medium business to 
grow. 


[Modise}] But the big corporations are saying the prob- 
lem is not really with them. They say the problem is with 
the government itself, because 52 percent of economic 
activity in the country is undertaken by state owned cor- 
porations. 


{Mbeki} Sure, I don’t think that we should parucipate 
in this process of shifung blame from here to there. As 
government we have said that with regard to the state 
corporations, we want the stale corporations to be part of 
the process of the growth and development of the South 
Atrican economy, and theretore we say il 1s necessary to 
restructure them. And, as you know, we are precisely in 
that process, to [words indistinct} do these corporations 
do, to add to growth, to add to development, to add to 
job creation? I think it is important for the private sector 
to ask itself the same questions. What does it do? Sure, 
from the government side we are quite commitied to 
ensure that those state assets are used for those purposes. 


{Modise] Which brings us to the matter of privatization 
and the unions who were very much unhappy with the 
way government went about announcing the privatiza- 
tion of some of the state corporations, and they also 
complained that the restructuring that will follow such 
privatization will lead to shedding of jobs. 


[Mbeki] The umions complained about a process, that 
that process had not been inclusive enough. They com- 
plained about some of the content of that restrv turing. | 
think it was Correct that in certain instances the govern- 
ment assumed the existence of agreement, understand- 
ing, between government and the unions, which had not 
happened, because the process of consultation at Nedlac 
[National Economic Development and Labor Council] 
and bilaterally between government and the umons had 
not been completed. So 1 am saying to that extent the 
unions were correct to say there has not been sufficient 
consultation. And secondly, the question of when you 
Say restructuring of state assets, what objectives are you 
addressing? Perfectly legitimate for the unions as one 
of the major stake holders in the economy to raise the 
question: Ought we not to agree about these objectives” 
So the discussions that are taking place now between 
the government delegation and the union delegation to 
agree on a national framework agreement will address 
all of these matters. 


[Modise}] But which means the privatization process 
definitely will get under way” 


[Mbeki] Tim, we have been talking about the restructur- 
ing of state assets. Privatization is an element of that 
Government has never taken a decision that we have 
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now decided to privatize state assets and we camou- 
flage privatization by calling it restructuring. Even the 
proposals that the government has put on the table with 
regard to these assets, whether Telkom [Telecommuni- 
cations Corporation], or any of these, all of the major 
Corporauons in terms of existing government propos- 
als mean that these corporations will remain in state 
hands, even where people have said, where government 
has said: What about a strategic partner for Telkom 
[Telecommunications Corporation]? So, we are not say- 
ing privatization and camouflaging it by using the word 
restructuring. We are saying restructuring of state assets 
in all sorts of ways to make sure that indeed you then 
use these state assets to create jobs, to ensure there is 
growth in the economy, to ensure the transformation and 
development of the economy — ail of these objectives. 


[Modise}] At many of the public engagements in recent 
months you've been repeatedly stressing the need for 
black economic empowerment. One wonders what kind 
of vision you have? What kind of economic empower- 
ment are you envisaging? 


[Mbeki] I think it’s important that the black people of 
our country should be an integral part of the South 
African economy, not only as workers, as consumers, 
as the informal sector, but they should become part 
of the mainstream of the South African economy. | 
mean, | would like to see an African-owned engineering 
factory. | am saying to come into the mainstream of the 
economy in that way. I would like communities having 
a sense of participation in the ownership of these black 
communities, participation in the sense of ownership of 
the South African economy. 


{[Modise] So, what sort of ideas do you ave to bring that 
about? 


[Mbeki] Well, there are many things, I mean, that — 
some are being done and | am sure more can be done. If 
you take, for instance, the tendering process with regard 
to government tenders, in a number of provinces this 
has started already where your tendering process seeks 
to empower your black business people, so you don’t 
just go and buy from your traditional white supplier. 
The whole government program with regard to the 
development of small and medium business, which the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry are dealing with — in 
the development of small and medium business, the 
granting of loans, training of people, that kind of thing 
— clearly we must pay a particular focus with regard to 
the empowering of black people in that sort of context. 


| am absolutely certain that in terms of looking at this 
whole matter of the restructuring of state assets broadly, 
one of the objectives must surely be, if the state for 
one reason of another feels that this particular function 
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does not really necessarily need to belong to a state 
corporation, to look at whether we cannot thereby shift 
that into black hands. Or you have a system of, say, we 
need to shed a certain poruon of equity in terms of those 
Stale Corporations, to say, why don’t these assets come 
into the hands of the trade unions, why don't they come 
into the hands of communities? There are all manner ot 
ways which we can use in order to address this particular 
matter. 


But | am saying that, you see, clearly you cannot 
say you've produced a stable democratic system in 
South Africa where a Tim Modise sure can vote, and 
may even become president of South Africa, can go 
and buy al a supermarket, but in reality with all his 
passion and his trying and his everything, in reality 
cennot become a senous player in manufacturing, and 
in all of this. You've got to address that, so that your 
equal opportunity in South African society is not just 
equal opportunity with regard to education or voung, 
but it must also be equal opportunity with regard to 
participation in the economy. And | believe that the 
government, the state, has got an important role to play 
with regard to opening that space. 


[Modise}] Education is also undergoing transformation 
and restructuring, but particularly black education 1s not 
doing well. I mean, the failure rate as shown by the 
results at the end of 1995 is still unacceptably high. 
What are we going to do? What do we have to do to 
make sure that we improve the situation in education? 


[Mbeki] Many things, Tim. The Ministry of Education 
is involved in a process of a gradual reallocation of 
expenditure with regard to education so as to benefit as 
quickly as is possible the areas of the country that were 
discriminated against and so on. But in the end that 
process must address the quality of teaching. | think 
you know this as well as I do, the quality of teaching 1s 
very poor. That's why the ministry decided to do that 
audit with regard to this particular matter. | think here 
we've got to pay very serious attention to the matter of 
changing, improving our teachers. 


We have to do something about further improving the 
physical conditions at schools — I think the rural 
schools are the worst in this regard — to make sure 
that the physical environment ts an environment that 
is conducive to teaching and learning. That's another 
matter. Of course you know that the Ministry of 
Education is also in the process of developing a new 
curriculum and so on. There is a Constitutional Court 
case that is outstanding which will be judged so that 
they can implement — if the \ onstitutional Court rules 
that the existing legislation is alright — to implement 
various changes that they want 
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But I am saying that the focus, really, has to be on 
the devotion of resources to address the matter of the 
quality of teaching, the physical environment in which 
pupils and teachers and so on operate, but also to sustain 
the community interest in this culture of learning and of 
teaching, to encourage teachers, to encourage students 
to stay there. 


There are problems, like everything that we have 
to confront in this country. Teachers, for instance, 
are legitimately raising a question of salaries. It’s an 
important part of their own motivation to be good 
teachers. You know the limitations as far as that 
is concerned, in terms of the availability of money, 
because we say now more money for the police, 10 
rand more money for the teachers, more money for the 
nurses, more money for the doctors, for the prosecutors, 
for magistrates. That's reality. Everybody needs more 
money. 


But as | am saying, there is a complex of issues like 
this, and I think the Ministry of Education, national, 
and the provincial ministries, are doing their best in the 
circumstances. And I think some other thing that wii. 
happen this year, the increase of the funds available 
for loans to students from disadvantaged communities 
into the tertiary instituuons, is again a reflection of the 
commitment to do something. Your resource constraint 
continues to be a problem. 


[Modise] One of the major, major, major pl .s for 
the government was to try to build | miilion hvuses 
in five years. The much-hailed accord of all the stake 
holders in 1994 did not produce the much-awaited 
housing throughout 1995. Do you think that there will 
be improvements along the way in terms of delivery of 
housing? 


[Mbeki] | think so. The minister of housing has spent 
quite a bit of time during this year, 1995, doing 
two things. One, interacting very vigorously with the 
MECs [Members of the Executive Council] for housing 
in the provinces, to ensure that there is a common 
understanding of what we are trying to do with regard 
to housing. Secondly, she spent a bit of time talking 
to the financial institutions, because clearly there isn't 
the money in government to be able to sustain a large 
hvusing program of that kind. You need the private 
sector to come into that process, so she spent a good 
amount of time talking to private sector institutions 
about that cooperation. Thirdly, she spent a bit of 
ume looking at the blockages that there have been, 
because, for instance if you take the 1994-95 financial 
year, money was allocated to the provinces for housing, 
and was not spent, because of lack of capacity in the 
provinces to spend the money in an accountable way. 
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So the money got rolled over. You might very well 
get a similar sort of thing this year, but | am saying, 
therefore, she’s had to spend a bit of me looking at 
the question of what are the blockages in terms of the 
capacity of government actually to spend money that's 
been voted for housing, and I think in that process the 
fact of the election of democratic local councils 1s an 
important asset in terms of that actual delivery, in terms 
of housing. I'm pretty certain that you will see a change 
with regard to this matter. There have been obstacles, 
policy obstacles, I think even questions of confidence: 
is there a policy, is there cohesion within government” 
These quesuons have been raised, and have had a 
Negative impact in terms of movement forward. I'm 
Saying Capacity, state administrative capacity, to do 
something has also been a problem, but the minister 
of housing has been very active in terms of addressing 
all of these, and I'm sure that you'll see a significant 
change this year. 


(Modise} For the most part of 1995 you said that 
South Africa’s approach with the pro ‘ems in Nigeria 
was tO engage in quiet diplomacy, and, to quote 
you, you said the soft approach, and the president 
at the Commonwealth summit meeting denounced the 
Nigerian regime, tollowing the hanging of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and other activists of the Ogoni people, and many 
political leaders in the country came out made all sorts 
of statements regarding the situation there, going to an 
extent of calling for international sanctions. But you 
remained fairly quiet throughout that particular period. 
Why? 


[Mbeki] Well, first of all, Tim, I've never spoken 
of quiet diplomacy. There is no such thing as quiet 
diplomacy, in the sense that there's no such thing as 
loud diplomacy. It's a nonsensical statement, a phrase 
that people have used for some strange reason. No, the 
purpose that we've pursued with regard to Nigeria, from 
the time the president first went there to talk to Abacha, 
and all of the other visits that took place since, the 
central purpose we've pursued with regard to Nigeria 
was to encourage Nigeria to move forward as quickly 
as it 1s possible to the restoration of democracy. That 
remains Our position. We've got to see what it 1s that we 
can do to ensure that democracy 1s restored in Nigeria 
as quickly as possible, a stable democracy. Now, that's 
got a number of consequences to it. One of them 1s, 
during a transition period — it’s not very different 
from our situation here — dunng that transition period 
from here to that restoration, you need the opposition 
political forces, for instance, in Nigeria, to play a role 
in that transition, to ensure that it's a genuine transition, 
to ensure that it’s democratic, to ensure that it enjoys 
the support of the people, and therefore you've got 
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to get those people released from prison. So these are 
the various matters that we've been pursuing with the 
Nigerians. Ken Saro-Wiwa and the other people were 
then killed, and that changed the situation we had battled 
lo reverse, to get the Nigerian Government not to carry 
out these sentences passed by that particular court. In 
the period, three, or four days before that execution of 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, I must have made something in the 
order of 15 telephone calls to Abacha’s office in Abuja, 
to try and stop that. But what I’m saying is that, of 
course, with the death of Saro-Wiwa and the others, 
there was a particular response in terms of sanctions, 
and so on, which was perfectly alright. It was the correct 
response to the situation that was created. We remain 
confronted with this challenge: What is it that we need 
to do, to move Nigeria, as quickly as is possible, to the 
restoration of democracy there? 


{[Modise] Well, let me come closer to home, and talk 
poliucs in the country. The National Party is saying 
it's looking to transform itself. There's seemingly a 
leadership crisis in the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress]. 
Where do you think politics is headed in this country? 
Are we going to end up with a one-party kind of 
arrangement in this country, with no viable opposition? 


[Mbeki] No, I don’t think you're going to end up 
with a one-party situation at all. I think one could 
have expected this. If you take the PAC, the PAC as 
part of the liberation movement, objectively the PAC 
cannot have a political program that would appeal to 
the African community, that would be different from 
the program of the ANC. It’s just objective reality. 
The National Party continues to carry baggage from the 
past. This is the party of apartheid, and I'm sure that 
when it looks to changing itself, reaching out to a wider 
constituency, necessarily it must say, how do we reform 
ourselves? 


[Modise}] Let me ask you: You've been acting president 
for a rather long time — for six weeks — recently, 
and it makes one speculate as to whether the president 
will be increasingly taking time off and giving you the 
responsibility of being president” 


[Mbeki] No, no, no, this is very specific. We agreed 
with the president that he needed to take this period of 
rest, and while he was resting, I would act in his place. 


{[Modise}] Deputy President De Klerk has never been 
given an opportunity to make any major policy an- 
nourcement. Why” 


[Mbeki] Well, I don't know. I don't know whether I've 
ever heen given any opportunity to make major policy 
announcements either. We speak for the government. | 
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mean, there's no deliberate decision to say if anybody 
cannot make a major government policy announcement. 


{[Modise}] Are you still having to apply for your in- 
demnity yourself? Will you be applying again? I mean, 
you've been acting president, you're deputy president, 
bul every year, seemingly, you've got to renew your in- 
demnity. 


[Mbeki] [Words indistinct] we'll make an announce- 
ment about it, but certainly, I don’t need any. 


[Modise}] Mr. Deputy President, thank you very much 
for having been our guest on the program. 


[Mbeki] Thanks, Tim. 


RSA: Zulu King Endorses Proposal To Call 
Meeting of Chiefs 


MB25011¢25896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithin 
has endorsed President Nelson Mandela's proposal for 
the calling of a meeting of all amakhosi [chiefs] in 
KwaZulu/Natal to prepare for an imbizo, or gathering, 
of the Zulu nation. 


The two leaders announced this after their four-hour 
meeting at the king's palace at Nongoma today. Pres- 
ident Mandela said he would be attending the meet- 
ing of amakhosi, together with IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi and ANC provin- 
cial leader Jacob Zuma. 


On the dates of the amakhosi meeting and the imbizo, 
President Mandela said some dates had been proposed 
by the king. The president is to discuss the matter further 
with Chief Buthelezi when they meet in Pretona later 
this afternoon. 


Meanwhile, President Mandela has cited another reason 
for the proposed imbizo, aimed at ending violence 
in KwaZulu/Natal. Addressing journalists at Nongoma, 
he said Zulu people would also table their grievances 
before him, as the head of state, at the gathering. 


Earlier it was reported that President Mandela was 
helping to revive the Zulu custom, which enabled Zulus 
to voice their grievances to their king. 


RSA: IFP Welcomes Outcome of Mandela Talks 
With Zulu King 


MB2501170696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 25 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] has welcomed the outcome of the meeting 
between Zulu King Zwelithini and President Nelson 
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Mandela paving the way for talks between the Zulu 
monarch and traditional leaders. The meeting between 
the king and the chiefs is seen as a prelude to the imbizo 
{traditional Zulu gathering). 


IFP Secretary General Ziba Jiyane has told Radio News 
that they hope the initiative will succeed in bringing 
stability to KwaZulu/Natal. In an apparent turnabout, 
Dr. Jiyane says political parties should not interfere with 
the envisaged gathering. He has emphasized that the IFP 
is not setting any preconditions for the meeting because 
the talks are between King Goodwill and traditional 
leaders. 


RSA: SANDF Members Arrested for St. James 
Massacre 


MB2601101396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0952 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Jan 26 SAPA 
— Two SA [South Africa] Natical Defence Force 
[SANDF] members and a prisoner Pollsmoor Prison 
in Tokai had been arrested in connection with the St 
James Church massacre in Kenilworth, Cape Town, 
police said on Friday. 


Eleven people were killed and 56 injured when gunmen 
burst into the church and opened fire on the congrega- 
tion on July 25 1993. 


The Defence Force members were arrested on Wednes- 
day [24 January). They are a 30-year-old major from 
Umtata who was arrested in Oudtshoorn and a 24-year- 
old corporal from Kentani in the former Transkei, ar- 
rested in Bloemfontein. 


The third man taken into custody is a 19-year-old who 
was known under 2 false name. Spokesman Capt John 
Sterrenberg said the investigation was headed by Supt 
Des Segal. 


The arrests were made after information was followed 
up as far afield as East London, Oudtshoorn and 
Bloemfontein. 


Police were at present holding identity parades. 


The suspects were in custody in the Western Cape 
until their court appearance in the Wynberg Magistrate s 
Court, possibly on Monday. 


South Africa: ‘Almost 7000’ Emigrated Overseas 
Jan-Sep 1995 

MB2601131596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1133 GAT 26 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 26 SAPA — 
Almost 7000 South Africans had left the country to 
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settle overseas in the first nine months of last year, 
Central Statistical Services said on Friday. 


It said in a statement in Pretoria 6665 people had 
emigrated, compared to 3469 in the same period in 
1994. 


The net loss of people in professional, semi-professional 
and technical occupations was 680, compared to 738 in 
1994, 


CSS said 770,838 people from oversees had visited 
South Africa in the first three quarters of last year, 62.5 
percent more than the previous year. 


The visitors were from Europe (63.3 percent), the Amer- 
icas (15.5 percent), Asia (15.3 percent) and Oceania (5.9 
percent). 


South African Press Review for 26 Jan 
MB2601!40096 


([FBIS Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


‘Some Form of Intervention’ in Swaziland Likely — 
Commenting on the ongoing national strike in Swazi- 
land, Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 26 
January in a page-10 editorial states: "Now democracy 
groups and unionists, after sporadic protests in the past, 
have struck with meaning. The national strike which 
has brought the country to a halt is likely to result in 
constitutional change; if not, Swaziland faces a debilitat- 
ing cycle of protest and oppression.” BUSINESS DAY 
believes that a political impasse, precipitating violent 
protest, “would bring some form of intervention” from 
the South African Government. "Unless there are indica- 
tions of rapid progress towards a solution in Swaziland, 
South Africa will doubtless talk to its other neighbours 
about an approach to King Mswati and his ministers.” 
The widespread resistance to “autocratic rule" in Swazi- 
land presents Mandela and other regional leaders "with a 
challenge they cannot ignore. These considerations will 
not have been lost on the Swazi government, whose po- 
sition ulumately is unsustainable.” 


THE STAR 


Call tor Regional Intervention in Swaziland — “If we 
are ynchined to forget that Swaziland has been under a 
state of emergency for 23 years, it is time to review 
the sad history of this repressive monarchy and urge 
that it now fall into line with the democratisation of 
southern Africa,” states Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 26 January in a page-14 editonal. “Regional 
diplomacy” must now gather force and “intervene in 
the name of conflict prevention because this week's 
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strike, unlike all those before, cannot be swept under 
the mat. However small, Swaziland defies the regional 
imperative and threatens regional stability.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


ANC 'Media-Bashing’ — “In the dangerous game of 
media-bashing, in which some elements of the ANC 
have recently been indulging, the charge has been lev- 
elled that the press has failed to discharge its respon- 
sibilities,” notes a page 26 editorial in Johannesburg 
MAIL & GUARDIAN in English for 26 Jan-1 Feb. This 
week “the cry was taken up by President Nelson Man- 
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dela who reportedly criticised the South African media 
for failing to expose the role of the "Third Force’ behind 
political violence in the country.” MAIL & GUARDIAN 
points out that it has devoted "so much of its limited re- 
sources” to the pursuit of the Third Force, “that many 
well-meaning critics have, over the years, warned us 
that we were in danger of digging our own commercial 
grave — boring our readers to death [words indistinct] 
seemingly endless obsession with the subject. To now 
be attacked by our own president for dereliction of duty 
in failing to pursue the Third Force, would be painfully 
ironic, were it not laughably so.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


18 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Angola 
Angola: Savimhi Discusses Confinement of Soldiers 


MB2601971996 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 25 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Jonas Savimbi, National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader, 
said in Bailundo yesterday that his organization plans to 
confine 20,000 — not 16,000 — soldiers by 8 February 
if the United Nations guarantees the necessary logistical 
conditions. Addressing a news conference with national 
and foreign journalists, the UNITA leader said he hoped 
the UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]-3 would 
be able to keep UNITA soldiers occupied so they will 
not run away from their assembly areas. 


{Begin recording] (Unidentified correspondent] One 
issue that has not been clarified yet is who will be vice 
president. Will you be vice president? 


[Savimbi] President Jose Eduardo dos Santos told me 
in Franceville that once the military matters have been 
settled, and political matters begin, he wil! «cad a letter 
inviting someone to be vice president. It would be too 
hasty and asking too much to say something at this 
stage. | am waiting for that time to come. 


{Correspondent} Are you saying that what is needed for 
Angolans to overcome their distrust barner for good? 


[Savimbi] We have tried everything to do overcome 
distrust. 'n one of my African tours, I said we would 
have gone very far if all hinged on President Dos 
Santos and I. The truth, however, is that it hinges on 
the president, me, and many other people. We have to 
accommodate others so we can all travel aboard the 
same boat. 


[Correspondent] With regard to this positive sign you 
have mentioned, could it be your meeting with President 
Dos Santos in Luanda? 


{Savimbi] That is right. | would like to go back to 
Luanda, but this will depend on the government's, and 
the Unavem-3's, capacity to guarantee my safety. It 
would be adventurous on my part to do it before I am 
invited. Unfortunately, | must be invited first. 


[Correspondent] It is public knowledge that UNITA 
plans to confine some 16,500 soldiers by 8 February. 
You have raised the issues of problems faced by these 
soldiers’s relatives and logistical problems falling under 
the Unavem-3's responsibility. Do you believe the 
aforesaid deadline will be complied with? Do you think 
the Unavem-3 will have the right conditions for your 
troop confinement? 


{Savimbi} There are two issues here: First, if I prom 
to the Angolan people and the international commun\) 
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that 16,500 UNITA soldiers would be confined by & 
February, | did so because | know they can do 1t. All 
these days, I have worked with the Military Commission 
and the soldiers have shown a willingness to comply. 
They say that, as soldiers, they must obey politcal 
authority. This is our side of things. It is up to Unavem- 
3 to do the rest. If soldiers assemble at confinement 
points but have no vehicles, you and | can approach the 
Unavem-3 and ask what it is doing. 


[Correspondent] You have said that peace must not 
mean UNITA’s demise. You would not want that kind 
of peace. Would you like to explain this view? 


{Savimbi] I think I said this afternoon that peace must 
not entail the demise of UNITA or any other party. 
Peace must mean coexistence to all. We have to coexist. 
First, you cannot destroy a party and then you feel 
frustrated. Thus, the reports that reached you outside 
do not correspond to what I meant. Rather, what I said 
this afternoon reflects our way of thinking: UNITA must 
coexist with the Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola, the Angola National Liberation Front, and al! 
other Angolan parties. Only this will allow us to find a 
balance in this nation. 


[Correspondent] UNITA 1s often accused of preventing 
the free movement of people arid goods. Would you 
care to comment? 


[Savimbi] People and goods are moving everywhere. 
You just get to Luanda and send me a letter to Lobito 
and I wil! get it. People and goods are moving very well. 
It is true that there are areas where mines have not been 
removed and movement is more difficult, but there 1s no 
truth to reports that we prevent freedom of movement. 
Some people who are atiending this conference may 
well return to Lobito tomorrow — and they will be able 
to do so without any difficulty. 


[Correspondent] The government team holding talks 
with its UNITA military counterpart on the formation 
of a single national army has said that UNITA recently 
proposed that more generals be appointed to help torm 
a national army. Is this true? 


{[Savimbi] This is why the UNITA military team 1s 
entirely made up of generals. They went there (o discuss 
their placement in the Angolan Armed Forces. It would 
not look good if the new army had $0,000 UNITA 
soldiers but only three or four generals. Who will they 
look at? I know that the generals in Luanda made 
this proposal so they can seek more places for UNITA 
generals. I think this is legitimate 


orrespondent] Is there any evidence that mercenaries 
are being transferred to other units? In addition, there 
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are run.ors that UNITA also has its own mercenaries. 
Would you like to comment? 


{[Savimbi] We have no mercenaries and we do not 
need them. The tnvth is that this four or five-day-old 
Unavem-3 report I have here again mentions a so— 
called Alfa-Cinco group made up exclusively of South 
African whites armed with AK weapons. They do nut 
have police or security weapons. This report was not 
made by me. It was made by the Unavem-3. This only 
makes us wonder whether the mercenaries are indeed 
leaving. 


{Correspondent} Do you think the Rapid Intervention 
Police are being confined? 


{Savimbi] I have not seen it. I have only heard it. 
We will see in the end whether this is true. However, 
a friendly ambassador tells me policemen in Luanda 
wow look so powerful they seem to have undergone a 
different kind of training. I am liberty to think this could 
be true. Ultimately, this only increases the very mistrust 
we want to overcome. 


[Correspondent] What have the government and UNITA 
complied with in terms of the Lusaka Protocol so far? 


{Savimbi] At least, there is no war any more. There may 
be some small violations here and there, but there is no 
war. We have come here to take a more decisive step: 
The UNITA team will carry more concrete proposals to 
Luanda tomorrow. ° 


{Correspondent} Do you think you will stay at Miramar 
again wher you go back to Luanda? 


{Savimbi} No. It seems that house did not belong to the 
government anyway. It appears to have belonged to an 
Indian person, so I will look for another house. [end 
recording] 


Angola: UN Official Discusses Joint Commission 
Meeting 

MB2501205396 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Joint Commission held its 
30th ordinary session in Luanda today. The session 
assessed the implementation of the tasks in (e new 
timetable. In the absence of Alioune Blondin Beye, 
special representative of the UN secretary general in 
Angola, his assistant, Khaled Yasir, presided over the 
session's proceedings. At the end of the session, Khaled 
Yasir briefed the media on the issues discussed. 


{Begin Yasir recordiig, in English with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese, transcribed from 
English] I think the government has done a lot. UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
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has completed some tasks. It has initiated action in terms 
of one item, that is the quartering. [end recording] 


The main concern now is the coafinement of UNITA 
troops. Thus, the UN Angola Verification Mission 
{Unavem]-3 is helping UNITA speed up the confine- 
ment process. 


[Begin Yasir recording] The Joint Commission re- 
quested UNITA to provide specific details of its plan 
so that Unavem and its forces’ commander can provide 
transportation to assist UNITA to send its troops to the 
four quartering areas. [end recording} 


Lesotho 


Friction Reported Over Choice of Lesotho King’s 
Successor 


MB2401052496 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 23 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Hundreds of Basothos paid 
tribute to their late King Moshoeshoe II in Maseru 
today. He died in a car accident in the Maluti Mountains 
on Monday last week. President Nelson Mandela will 
be among them mourners attending King Moshoeshoe’s 
funeral on Friday. The decision on Crown Prince 
Mohato as his successor has led to signs of friction 
between the palace and the Lesotho government. 


[Begin recording] [SABC reporter Andries van Zyl] 
It's almost 10 days since the Basothos lost their king, 
and they are still mourning. Today hundreds of them 
went to the Maseru stadium to pay tnbute to the man 
who was head of the royal family for close on 30 
years. Among the mourners were Crown Prince Mohato, 
who will succeed his father as king, Prime Minister 
Ntsu Mokhehle, and South African High Commissioner 
Gerhard Visser. But there are definite signs of friction 
emerging between the government and the palace over 
the College of Chiefs’ choice of Crown Prince Mohato 
as the new king. He kicked the Mokhehle government 
out of parliament just over a year ago, while wearing the 
crown as King Letsie III. The government has refused to 
respond to the chiefs’ decision. It claims it hasn't been 
informed officially about the decision; furthermore, it's 
got other priorities. 


[Deputy Premier Pakalitha Mosisili] The focus, and 
the priority, as far as we are concerned, is on the 
arrangements for his majesty’s funeral. 


[Van Zyl] But the palace maintains that the government 
has been informed about the decision. 


[Palace Media Secretary Aaron Nko] The decision by 
the College of Chiefs for Pnnce Mohato to succeed to 
the office of king was arrived at last week on Tuesday 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
18 prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


20 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


the 16th, and the government was informed by the 
palace office. 


{Van Zyl] For the next two days, the eyes of the 
Basotho nation wiil be on the historic mountain, Thaba 
Bosiu, east of Maseru, where the late king will be 
buried on Friday [26 January]. At this stage it is still 
uncertain whether the thousands of mourners will be 
allowed to climb the steep mountain to attend the funeral 
themselves. The king will be laid to rest in the family 
graveyard on top of the mountain. From here, high on 
the mountain plateau, King Moshoeshoe’s spirit could 
float over the vast landscape of his mountain kingdom 
and look down on his beloved nation. [end recording) 


Lesotho Offfical: RSA Report on King’s Successor 
‘False’ 

MB240110. #96 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
0507 GMT 24 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] You may now listen to a 
Statement by the deputy prime minister, the Honorable 
Pakalitha Mosisili, on the question of succession to the 
throne in Lesotho: 


My countrymen, in the light of false and misleading an- 
nouncements emanating from the South African Sesotho 
Stereo radio service these days, on the important issue 
of succession to the office of king in Lesotho, the gov- 
ernment of Lesotho releases the following clarification 
and statement: 


In the first place, though His Majesty King Moshceshoe 
Il has indeed passed away, and may his soul rest in 
peace, there is no vacuum or vacancy in the office 
of king in this country. In terms of the Lesotho 
Constitution, Her Majesty Queen Mmamohato, becomes 
regent as soon as the king is absent for whatever reason 
or cause. Consequently, Lesotho does indeed have a 
head of state in the person of Her Majesty Queen 
Mmamohato. She was sworn in as such in 1993 when 
the present Constitution came into effect. 


The second and equally important point is that the 
prerogative or responsibility to designate a successor 
to the office of king rests square'y on the College of 
Chiefs in accordance with Clause 45 of the Lesotho 
Constitution. The College of Chiefs has accordingly 
discharged that constitutional function and designated 
Chief Mohato Bereng Seeiso as successor to the office 
of king. 


For its part the government of Lesotho has graciously 
acknowledged and confirmed the said designation by is- 
suing a government gazette to that effect, thus demon- 
Strating in clear and unequivocal terms, government's 
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acceptance of the designation made by the College of 
Chiefs. 


Dignitaries Arrive in Lesotho for King’s Funeral 


MB2601074496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0735 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Maseru Jan 26 SAPA — A 
soaking rain fell over Maseru on Fnday morning as 
Lesotho’s Prime Minister, Dr Ntsu Mokhehle welcomed 
dignitaries from southern and eastern Africa, who are 
attending the state funeral of King Moshoeshoe II. 


Flights arriving at Moshoeshoe | International Airport 
were delayed by the bad weather. The dignitaries 
included the presidents of Botswana, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe, whose attendence at the funera! is of great 
significance, as they helped negotiate the terms of the 
reinstatement of Moshoeshoe to the throne last year. 


Other dignitaries are Zambian President, Fredrick 
Chluba, the Vice President of Tanzania, Dr Omar 
Juma and the prime ministers of the Free State and the 
Northern Cape. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: Union Leaders Say Strike To Continue 
Until Demands Met 


MB2501142696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 25 Jan96 ss, 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The three top Swaziland trade 
unionists who were released from prison today say the 
national strike in the country will continue until their 
demands are met. The three are Swaziland Federation 
of Trade Unions Secretary General Jan Sithole, union 
President Richard Nxumalo, and Assistant Secretary 
General Jabulani Nxumalo. They were detained on 
Monday [22 January], the first day of the strike that 
has crippled Swaziland’s economy. 


The Swaziland labor movement has presented the gov- 
ernment with 27 demands, including a new constitution 
for the kingdom enshnning a bill of nghts and a mulu- 
party system. Swazi MP’s and senators have been sum- 
moned for a special parliamentary sitting this afternoon, 
at which the government is expected to formulate a re- 
sponse to the strike. 


Meanwhile, the South African Communist Party 
{SACP} has called for a new constitution and a mul- 
liparty system in Swaziland. The SACP said that, in 
particular, it called for the immediate lifting of the 
1973 royal decree that suspended the constitution and 
banned political parties. 
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The party said it would meet the ANC and Congress of 
South African Trade Unions to discuss solidarity action 
in support of Swaziland trade unions. 


Swazi Trade Union Spokesman Discusses Plan of 
Action 


MB25('1160096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in Fuglish 1S0S GMT 25 Jan 96 


(From the "PM Live” program, presented by announcer 
Brett Davidson] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} [Davidson] As the stayaway 
continues to disrupt services in Swaziland, unconfirmed 
reports reaching PM Live are that the three trade union 
leaders released earlier today have been rearrested. The 
three are Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions Presi- 
dent Richard Nxumalo, Secretary General Jan S:thole, 
and his assistant, Jabulani Nxumalo. They were arrested 
on Monday [22 January} and released this afternoon 
after the government withdrew its charges. Joining us 
on the line now from Mbabane is the spokesperson 
for the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, Zodwa 
Mkhonta. Miss Mkhonta, you were there when the men 
were released. What happened? 


{Mkhonta] Yes, they were released at about | 1:30 today, 
where the judge, after the government's representative 
withdrew charges, the judge, Dunn, then ordered that 
they be released. Our lawyers then went down to 
Matsapha Central Prison, where they were supposed to 
collect the trade unionists. They did, and they came 
to Mbabane, where they were supposed to finish some 
business with the lawyers, and as they arrived in 
Mbabane, they were moving around in the cars, and 
there was the jubilation and shouting by everybody that 
was still gathered around waiting for them. 


So what immediately happened then was canisters were 
thrown at the crowd and everybody started dispersing 
and running helter-skelter. At the same time, the cars 
that were with the leaders also had to make a turn, 
and we had hoped, because they were heading toward 
Manzini, that they had gone to our offices in Manzini. 
But we have been in contact with Manzini from as 
early as 3 o'clock. They haven't seen them in Manzini. 
We are not very sure what has happened to them. 
What is also making it very difficult for us is the fact 
that it is rumored here that government was redrawing 
the charges, not in good faith, but because it intends 
rearresting the leaders, and we are not very sure whether 
this has happened or not, but government is definitely 
not prepared, as we see il, and as we are fearing from 
the rumors, that peaceful dialogue be attained here, or 
be returned to, where the workers can actually now 
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readdress the issues that were making them to go on 
stayaw2y. 


{Davidson} Now the government, you say, withdrew 
charges. Do you suspect that it's drawing up more 
severe charges? 


{Mkhonta] Yes, it is our feeling that they are intending 
to put in more severe charges, because this is the second 
lime government is redrawing the charges. The first ume 
they had put a law that was signed by the king on 
Saturday afternoon (20 January], but when they realized 
that they couldn't use this law on the leaders — because 
for a law to be effective, it has to at least have some 30 
days duration, where it goes through some procedures 
-—— but then the government realized that the law has 
just been passed and had not gone through the limit 
of 30 days, and they withdrew. We feel that they are 
playing — I mean, these are tricks to acually make more 
intensive charges on the leaders than actually releasing 
them in the true sense. 


[Davidson] Now, your top leaders have now disap- 
peared; you don’t know where they are. Who 1s co- 
ordinating things at the moment, then? 


[Mkhonta] We have spokespersons, and I am the 
assistant of our PRO [public relations officer], who is 
Lwazi Hlophe, who, unfortunately, when this was made, 
was not in the office. But Lwazi Hlophe is the PRO, and 
I am the assistant PRO. 


[Davidson] Now, the unions’ leadership is meeting this 
evening. Whai are you going to be talking about there? 


{[Mkhonta] We are going to look at all the developments 
that have so far come, and be able to see how best we 
can actually move forward, you know. We are actually 
going to plan today. 


[Davidson] And 1s the strike still on tomorrow”? 


[Mkhonta] Well, what has happened is, the workers 
who actually resolved have never called the strike off 
because they've never had an opportunity to recall the 
strike. If the leaders had been around, we probably 
would have been able to try and actually get ourselves 
into a mass meeting, which is unfortunately refused by 
the Swaziland Government, because they are saying we 
cannot al any point in time meet. Then it's very difficult, 
because, as you know, things are done by resolution, and 
for it to stop, there must be a resolution. 


[Davidson] Thanks very much. That was the spokesper- 
son for the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, 
Zodwa Mkhonta. 
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Swaziland: SFTU Leader Jan Sithole Interviewed 
After Release From Jail 


MB2501161096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It has been a tough four days 
this week so far for the citizens of Swaziland. A gen- 
eral strike called by the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions, SFTU, has brought much of the country, es- 
pecially the cities of Manzini and Mbabane, to a halt. 
Power supplies have been cut. There is no transport, and 
businesses and commercial activities have practically 
ceased operating. The unions want the introdw tion of 
multiparty democracy in Swaziland. They were also en- 
raged when their leaders, SFTU President Richard Nx- 
umalo, Secretary General Jan Sithole, and his assistant 
Jabulani Sithole [name as heard], were arrested on Mon- 
day (22 January}. Now a court has ordered their release, 
and Tom Holloway asked Jan Sithole how it felt to be 
let out of detention. 


[Begin recording] [Sithole) Well, we feel positive that 
we are still going to have a situation where we have to 
assess the stayaway and then set up conditions for going 
back to table for negotiations. 


{Holloway} What are your plans with regard to the 
Stayaway, which is still on? 


{Sithole] Well, the stayaway will continue until there is 
response. That is what has been the resolution. I believe 
that today we are going to meet to assess the impact of 
the stayaway and assess the conditions which we want 
to give government before we go on to the table. 


{Holloway} Your demands now include the position 
of the monarchy. You want the king to become less 
powerful, for his executive powers to be removed, and 
for him to act as a constitutional monarch? 


[Sithole] Well, we haven't yet come down to that point 
yet. We are saying we need ...[pause) our bottom line 
is that we need the lifting of the state of emergency and 
allow everybody in the country to participate in shaping 
their destiny, and if it is the wish of the people to get 
to constitutional monarchy, yes. 


{Holloway} The results or effects of the stayaway have 
badly affected th ordinary people. Is there not an easy 
way for the people to...[pause] for you to move ahead 
and do whatever you plan to do without making the 
people suffer so much? 


[Sithole] Well, it is all in a struggle. In a battlefield, you 
go there with a view of having no casualties, but you 
have them, even if you say you have won the war. So 
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in a struggle you also have to sacrifice. This is part of 
the game. 


{Holloway} Have you any regrets about people who 
have been killed and injured as a result of the clashes 
which resulted from the stayaway? 


{[Sithole] Definitely, | have regrets, but I condemn the 
murderer, because there was no use for government 
police to come with ammunitions and live rounds and 
shoot at people. 


[Holloway] We understand that certain people in the 
crowd shot at police and some are still in hospita! as a 
result of bullet wounds? 


[Sithole) Well, that is what you will expect where people 
are provoked. 


{Holloway} So you condemn whoever is responsible? 


[Sithole}] I condemn every form of brutality and attack 
on anybody. [end recording] 


Swaziland: Union Chiefs To Meet Federation of 
Employers 25 Jan 


MB2501174296 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1610 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Leaders of the Swaziland Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions [SFTU] who were freed this 
morning did not appear to address workers at Mba- 
bane, for fear of insecurity. The three leaders, Secretary 
General Mr. Jan Sithole; his assistant, Mr. Jabu Nx- 
umalo; and the president, Mr. Richard Nxumalo, said 
they will meet the Swaziland Federation of Employers 
this evening to talk about the ongoing mass stayaway. 


In a brief meeting next to the High Court premises, 
workers were told that executive of SFTU affiliates will 
meet with the union chiefs today to talk about today’s 
situation. Workers been informed that about any latest 
development, but they demanded to know how they are 
going to be informed, since they were banned from 
using the electronic media. [sentence as heard] They 
were told that the executives will inform them. 


Swaziland: Trade Union | eader, Labor Minister 
Comment on Crisis 


MB2501191396 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The Swazi Government has 
agreed to negotiate with the leaders of the strike which 
has crippled the country. The strike leaders say the 
action will continue until the repeal of a 23-year-old 
ban on political activity in the kingdom. The Swazi 
labor minister forecast today that negotiations would 
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Start to put an end to the country’s labor crisis. [passage 
omitted} 
We have this report from Coetsee Zietsman: 


[Begin recording] [Zietsman] Jan Sithole, the leader of 
the Swazi labor association, was released from jai! this 
aiternoon. He, together with the whole top structure of 
the union, was arrested earlier this week, after labor 
ufrest broke out in the capital, Mbabane, and Manzini. 
But according to Mr. Sithole, this is only the beginning 
of their fight. 


[Sithoie] This is just a victory over one unlawful attempt 
by government to arrest leadership. It's got nothing 
to do with the demands that the workers had before 
government. 


{Zietsman) This took the government by surprise. They 
thoughi they were dealing with a labor issue. 


[Swaziland Labor Minister Albert Shabangu] What we 
have been dealing with for two years now is a list of 
demands — 27 of them — and none of them talks about 
the question of political democracy. So I'm hearing it 
from you for the first ume. 


{Zietsman] The dispute started after labor accused 
government of going back on deals made earlier. A 
general strike was called out on Monday [22 January], 
bringing the country to a complete standsull. Even basic 
foodstuffs were hard to come by, and when shops ¢id 
ope... they attracted long queues of irate customers. 


[First unidentified shopper] Well, it is affecting our 
lives, because now we've got no shops. All the shops 
are closed, and we're starving to get food. 


[Second unidentified shopper] Shortage of food, short- 
age of pedol are the main problems. The government 
must respond, that’s all we're waiting for. 


[Zietsman]} By this afternoon, the atmosphere was still 
tense in the Swazi capital. While the police were 
contemplating their next step, the people made it clear 
that the strike was not over. People in Swaziland we 
spoke to said the crisis is about much more than labor 
relations; it's about basic political rights, and unul 
that problein is addressed, the crisis will remain. [end 
recording] 


Swaziland: Organizers Say Strike ‘May End’ 29 
Jan 

MB2601064296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 26 Jan 9% 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Organizers of the strike which 
has crippled Swaziland for four days say the nationwide 
industrial action may end on Monday next week. 
Yesterday the Swazi Government released three top 
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trade unionists following their arrest on Monday, and 
Said it was willing to negotiate with the strike leaders. 
Swazi Prime Minister Prince Mbilini Diamini told a 
special joint sitting of parliament he was prepared to 
negotiate with the leaders. 


Unionists and witnesses said police fired teargas at strik- 
ing workers celebrating the release of their leaders in 
the capital, Mbabane. The strike organizers [word indis- 
tinct] the strike, which brought Swaziland’s economy to 
a Virtual halt this week would continue today. 


Swaziland: Government Agents Reportedly 
Attempt To Kill Striie Leaders 


MB26010645296 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0630 GMT 26 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] It's reported that a senior 
Swaziland opposition leader has claimed that govern- 
ment agents tned to kill strike leaders last night. The 
Swazi Government released three trade unionists yes- 
terday following their arrest earlier this week and said 
it was willing to negotiate with the leaders of the strike, 
which enters its fifth day today. 


Swaziland: SFTU Urges South Africa’s Mandela To 
Intervene in Strike 


MB2601131496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1216 GMT 26 Jan % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE Jan 26 SAPA 
— A pro-democracy strike in Swaziland, the longest 
and most successful in the kingdom's history, would 
continue and intensify unul the government negouate a 
political transition, strike leaders said on Fnday. 


The Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU), the 
main organiser, called for South Africa and President 
Nelson Mandela to intervene in the crisis. 


Mandela should become involved as a custodian of 
democracy and symbol of political and economic co- 
hesion in southern Africa, SFTU Secretary-General Jan 
Sithole told a media briefing. 


The crippling five-day acuon would conunue unul 
the government or King Mswati Ill repealed a 1973 
decree that suspended the 1968 constitution and hanned 
poliucal activity, he said. 


The state should further guarantee freedom of expres- 
sion and association, reinstate a Bill of rights and end 
police harassment at meetings. 


The Draconian Industrial Relations Act, signed into 
law on Saturday by Mswati just two days before the 
strike began. should be repealed and replaced by the 
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tripartite labour protocol agreed by labour, government 
and employers last year, Sithole said. 


“The strike will continue until these conditions are met.” 


The strikers’ action had the support of South African 
labour groups, who were pressing their government to 
intervene. 


A boycott .. Swazi cargo and sanctions against the 
kingdom were under consideration, Sithole said. 


Observers said the strike was a turning point in Swazi 
history which had garnered unprecedented support in- 
cluding that of former Prime Minister Obed Dlamini. 


Diamini, a popular union leader before becoming S wazi- 
land’s most respected prime minister among groups 
pressing for change in the non-party kingdom, has called 
for a caretaker government to manage a transition to 
democracy. 


At least one senior Swazi senator is known to have sent 
messages of support to the unions and advised them to 
continue their acuon while [words indistinct] sources 
said the Cabinet and parliament were split between 
traditional conservatives and reformists. 


The SFTU, which represents about 83,000 employees, 
said the government had miscalculated the support for 
pro-democracy demands and thought !t could crush the 
strike by arresting union leaders. 


Sithole, SFTU President Richard Nxumalo and Assistant 
Secretary- General Jabulani Nxumalo were arrested on 
Monday (22 January] but released on Thursday after the 
state dropped charges against them. 


Activists on Friday stuck with [words indistinct] tried 
to kill the three men on Thursday night. 


Unionists said they had found two plainclothes police- 
men near a strike committee meeting. They had loaded 
weapons and were driving a vehicle with South African 
registration plates stuck over the Swaziland plates, said 
People’s United Democratic Movement [Pudemo] Pres- 
ident Kislon Shongwe. 


The weapons had been seized and would be handed to 
police with demands for an explanation later on Friday, 
he said. 


Pudemo, a banned organisation claiming 35,000 mem- 
hers, has been closely associated with the strike. Many 
of its members also belong to affiliates of the SFTU and 
other organisations involved in the strike. 
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Swaziland: Swayoco’s Field Marshal Detained, 
Released 24 Jan 


MB2501145396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 25 Jan 96 p 2 


{Report by Sifiso Cele] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — The field marshal 
of the Swaziland Youth Congress (SWAYOCO), Bor- 
man Tsela, was arrested, detained and threatened with 
high treason by the police yesterday morning. 


A police patrol which arrested Tsela, claimed that they 
caught him attempting to pull down the national flag 
early around Yam at the Tinkhundla [Traditional Com- 
munity Councils} headquarters along Allister Miller in 
Mbabane. 


“Which flag does he want to fly in place of the Swazi 
flag?” mocked one of the handful, but fully armed 
officers, who escorted him in a mini-bus to the Mbabane 
Police Station. 


He was however released after three hours and had not 
been charged at the ime of going to press. 


On Monday (22 January], police arrested political 
activists Mphandlana Shongwe and Titus Nxumalo in 
Manzini, for allegedly pulling down a national flag and 
stomping on it at the Regional Administration offices. 


Nxumalo is said to be a member of the People’s United 
Democratic Movement (PUDEMO) and also faces the 
possibility of the same charge. 


The dread-locked Tsela, who was dressed in overalls, 
was taken aboard one of the police trucks after being 
marched to the bus rank where it was parked. 


Witnesses, who alerted newsmen, reported police beat- 
ings of the SWAYOCO chief marshal at the bus termi- 
nus, but this was denied by the arresting officers in the 
troop patrol. 


Speaking in a telephone interview later at 5.30pm, 
Tsela denounced what he termed as police brutality and 
charged that it was all an attempt to incriminate him. 


“It all started yesterday (Tuesday) when police began 
shooting at us. | was later threatened by Azariah Ndz- 
imandze (former police PRO [public relations officer) 
and now in charge of police operations) who said today 
(yesterday) will not go down without the police getting 
me. 


“Apparently, this morning (yesterday) the cops found 
us siting down at the Swallows’ corner (next to 
Tinkhundla headquarters) and asked us to move, a 
command which we obliged to. 
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"As we were walking away | momentarily stopped to 
have a quick word with someone, but this was met with 
a sudden rush of cops who violently grabbed and shoved 
me off. 


“While one of them accused me of using abusive 
language on them the previous day, one was beating 
me with fists, while others slapped me as they marched 
me on. At the bus rank they forced me into the back of 
the truck, where they stepped on me with their heavy 
boots, while others pulled my dreadlocks, calling me 
names. 


“And when we arrived at the police station, some of the 
cops accused me of being part of some group allegedly 
planning something nasty during the stay-away. 


“One said they have been watching us closely and would 
soon catch up with the plan. 


“However they did not interrogate me, but just accused 
me,” said the SWAYOCO chief. 


Probed whether there was indeed any substance to 
the police accusation that he and others, are planning 
something sinister, Tsela said: “That's not true, but what 
we (SWAYOCO) are planning to do, is to continue 
demonstrating throughout the stay-away.” 


Swaziland: Workers Defy SFTU Order To 
Abandon Demonstration 


MB2501152096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 25 Jan 96 pp 1, 24 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — Hundreds of work- 
ers defied an order issued by representatives of the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) to aban- 
don a demonstration here on Tuesday {23 January] be- 
cause it was illegal. 


The order, met with disbelief by the toyi-toying [protest 
dancing] protestors taking part in the mass stay-away, 
was announced by executive members of SFTU It 
was delivered by Mr Mathokoza Thwala who has been 
playing a pivotal role in discouraging demonstrators 
from causing damage to property since the stay-away 
began. 


The mass stay-away has been called by the SFTU to 
pressurise the government to accede to the workers’ 27 
popular demands. 


Mr Thwala and some other executive members who 
were in charge of the demonstration emerged from 
the Manzimi Regional Headquarters accompanied by 
a group of senior policemen including the Regional 
Commissioner, Semor Supenntendent Eric Malinga. 


Also present was Assistant Commissioner Mr Mat- 
sendzele Vilakati. They proceeded to the bus rank where 
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all workers were called and with a police loud hailer, 
the demonstrators were addressed by their leaders who 
were later escorted away by the police. 


The SFTU executive told the workers to disperse which 
received wide condemnation from the masses who 
accused the leadership of betraying them. Dejected 
workers walked away even before their leaders finished 
talking. 


The SFTU leader realising they were losing confidence 
of the people, said each worker should decide what to 
do. 


President of the Swaziland Youth Congress Benedict 
Tsabedze attempted to hijack the situation and told 
workers to abide by their resolution. 


Mr Tsabedze who was applauded by the workers was 
later called aside by the policemen who blamed him 
for attempting to cause trouble yet he was not involved 
in the meeting held earlier on. He later left in a car 
with Pudemo [People’s United Democratic Movement] 
leader Mr Shongwe and the workers were left on their 
own. 


The police, with most of their work having been done 
by the union leaders, ordered the workers to comply 
with the order and disperse. 


Workers shouted abuse at the police, occasionally taking 
to their heels at the slightest suspicion police were about 
lo fire teargas canisters at them. Police threatened to use 
force but later abandoned the workers and a few of the 
unruly crowd followed them with stones. Some reporters 
had to dodge the flying stones. 


There were incidents around the City and a group of 
youths toyi-toyied all the way to Grand Valley and 
dispersed on their own as the scorching sun took tts 
toll on them. 


Police continued to maintain their patrols within the city 
but for a short while neglected the bus rank where some 
Mozambican youths were having a field day on people 
returning from shops outside town with some edibles. 
A child was deprived of the family bread and a woman 
lost her juices. Police returned later and the place was 
calm again. 


Swazi Prime Minister: ‘No Cause’ for Strike, 
Willing To Talk 


MB2501164196 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1610 GMT 25 Jan 9 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The prime minister, Prince 
Mbilini, says government has still not met with the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions for talks over the 
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ongoing mass stayaway which has left a lot of chaos in 
the country. Speaking at the joint house this afternoon 
in Parliament, the premier said government hands are 
open for talks, and further urged for peace and stability 
in the country He said the ongoing strike has disturbed 
businesses in the country, which is discouraging to 
investors. The premier urged all concerned parties to 
come out in the open and continue with the talks. Prince 
Mbilini said government sensed that there will be chaos 
on the day the mass stayaway was called and held 
a crisis meeting on Sunday [21 January] to try and 
stop what could have happened, but no one listened. 
He noted, though, that there is no cause for the strike 
since the parties concerned met with governme’ but 
the unions went on with their resolution of on guing to 
strike. [sentence as heard] 


Swaziland: Soldiers Guard Essential Services 
Against ’Sabotage’ 

MB2501151196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 25 Jan 96 pp 1, 24 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Suspected acts 
of sabotage on two major power lines from Eskom 
[Electricity Supply Commission] in South Africa were 
responsible for almost nationwide blackouts over the 
past two days, causing damage that could run into 
millions of Emalangeni. 


The most affected areas were manufacturing industries 
and the retail market where huge consignments of goods 
were destroyed, particularly in cold storages. 


Also aftected were fuel stations where very long queues 
of desperate motorists could be found, a rare sight in the 
kingdom's history. 


Fuel gas depots were the busiest yesterday attending 
to throngs of families seeking to buy or fill up gas 
cylinders for cooking. Others without gas cylinders built 
impromptu open fires on the ground outside blocks of 
flats to cook their meals. In some housing estates, as a 
result, the scene resembled a picnic and braai [barbecue] 
spot. Mortuaries in hospitals were also not spared. 


The crisis is beiieved to be linked to the mass stay-away 
called by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
(SFTU) which enters’ its fourth day today. 


The Swaziland Electricity Board (SEB) worked round 
the clock to try and rectify the problem, with little 
success im many instances. 


Spokesman for SEB Michael Foote, predicted yesterday 
that full power supply would be restored soon. But 
at the time of going to press, the problem was still 
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the nightmare of many commercial and household 
establishments. 


On Tuesday [23 January], the power was off for more 
than 13 hours in some places. Yesterday the supply was 
erratic until about 10pm when nearly the enure country 
was plunged into darkness unul about 8am this morning. 


Mr Foote attributed the major power cuts to “uncontrol- 
lable acts or series of incidents” throughout the country, 
as he preferred to put it. 


Soldiers have since bee: deployed to guard essential 
services such as water reservoirs and power supply 
centres against sabotage. 


Mr Foote said the power cuts hit almost the whole 
country, except the eastern part which is supplied from 
a third line. “In the early hours of the morning, we 
succeeded to transfer the power to Mbabane but we 
could not hold it for long,” he said. Electricity in parts 
of Mbabane was briefly restored at 2:00am yesterday 
after it had stopped at about 12 midday vn Tuesday. 
It was back for only about two hours and went away 
again. 

Mr Foote said to undertake major repairs, SEB talked 
to unions in the mass action who were co-operative and 
allowed engineers to carry out repairs. He said SEB 1s 
on 24 hour alert and through the co-operation trom trade 
unions, the problem might be overcome. 


Electricity is not the only essential service which has 
been affected during the stay-away. Some areas around 
Manzini and Matsapha reported being without water 
yesterday. It could not be established if the water 
shortage was linked to sabotage. 


Although the threat of disrupuon of essenual services 
during the stay-away was made before the action 
commenced, it has allegedly failed to shake government 
into meaningful action about the crisis. 


Instead, it has aggravated the situation by arresting 
union leaders. 


The Federation of Swaziland Employers and Swazi- 
land Chamber of Commerce and Industry yesterday ex- 
pressed its concerns that there 1s no movement to rectify 
the situation and restore a normal work environment. In 
4 joint statement yesterday, the organizations said if the 
situation 1s not urgently resolved, it may lead to the per- 
manent closure of some businesses. 


It said: “We are currently faced with the following 
situauon: 


Businesses are unable to operate. Contrary to what may 
have been implied by others, there are no Iv ck-outs of 
employees at any business premises. 
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— Breakdown of essential services such as electricity, 
water and telephones. 


-— Failure of the commercial infrastructure and supply 
services which has resulted in employers being unable to 
pay salaries and shops being unable to provide essential 
commodities. 

— Inadequate comm ‘cation. 


“If this situation is not urgently resolved, the direct 
result will be a continuing financial loss to business and 
loss of markets, possibly leading to permanent closure 
and escalating unemployment in the kingdom”. 


The organizations said social instability created will lead 
to further erosion of business confidence . 


Government and the SFTU have been implored to make 
sincere efforts to resolve the issues and make a joint 
Statement to the nauon. 


Swaziland: Police, Soldiers Reportedly ‘Brutally’ 
Beat Students 


MB2601081996 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 26 Jan 96 p7 


[Report by Thulani Thwala} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Students of the Kwaluseni 
campus of the University of Swaziland (Uniswa) were 
yesterday brutally assaulted by members of the Umbutfo 
[warrior] Defence Force and the Royal Swaziland Po- 
lice, who forbade them to attend a joint meeting which 
was scheduled for the Multi Purpose Hall. 


Some of the students had to be rushed to the Raleigh 
Fitkin Memorial Hospital in Manzini after sustaining 
injuries. 

Authorities at the hospital confirmed the arrival of the 
students at the hospital but declined to comment further, 
referring all questions to the police. “It is true that 
some university students were brought here with injuries 
suspected to have been through assault by the police. As 
much as we confirm that, we are sorry that we cannot 
say much about the assault of the students because the 
police are the right people to contact on the issue,” a 
hospital officer said. 


The meeting which the students were disallowed to 
attend was aimed at taking a resolution about the state 
of affairs in the country. The meeting was allegedly 
called by the Students Representative Council (SRC). 
The students said that they found fully armed members 
of the two forces at the main gate of the campus and 
they ordered off-campus students to go back home. 


Some students are alleged to have tried to force their 
way in, resulting in the police assaulting them. The 
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students are said to have run around looking for cover in 
fear of the batons and teargas which were being carried 
by the police. 


A female student who was also assaulted threatened to 
lay charges against the police for what she said was 
uncalled for. She was assaulted with batons on her legs 
and all over her body by over 10 policemen. "I will 
definitely lay charges against the police for the uncalled 
for damage they did on me for no reason. In the first 
place, I had not come for the meeting they claim I had 
come for. We were told by our lecturer that we will be 
sitting for a test today despite the stay-away,” she said. 


She saiJ she will now lose some classes because of the 
injuries since she stays in Mobeni Flats in Matsapha. 


Swaziland: Prime Minister Mbilini Withdrawn 
From Delegation to Lesotho 


MB2501145296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 25 Jan 96 p 24 


[Report by Phiwokwakhe Negidi] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ngwenya — Prime Minister 
Prince Mbilini has been withdrawn from a delegation 
that was to represent His Majesty King Mswati III at 
the funeral of the late King of Lesotho, Moshoeshoe II. 


The Prime Minister was expected to lead the delegation 
comprising the Deputy Prime Minister Dr Sishayi 
Nxumalo, the Minister of Foreign affairs, Arthur Khoza 
and Emakhosikati [king's wives] to His Majesty King 
Mswati Ill. 


When the TIMES crew got to the Ngwenya Border Gate 
Dr Nxumalo was waiting for the premier to go with him. 


“Lam waiting for the prime minister so that we can go 
to Lesotho to attend King Moshoeshoe’s funeral. 


“Before we return to Swaziland, we shall check 
on the Minister of Works and Construction Prince 
Mahlal’engangeni, who is sick in hospital in South 
Africa,” Nxumalo said. 


Also speaking during an interview with the TIMES at 
the border, Minister Khoza said the elders decided that 
the premier should not go to Lesotho. 


"It has been decided that the Pnme Minister Prince 
Mbilini is no longer leading the dcicgaiion going to 
Lesotho. 


“The delegation will now be led by the Deputy Prime 
Minister Dr Sishayi Nxumaio.” 


He refused to disclose the reason why the prime minister 
was no longer going to Lesotho. 
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“All I can say is that an order has been issued that the 
premier should not go to Lesotho but stay at home and 
attend to other national duties," Khoza said. 


Khoza said that the delegation is expected to return 
home over the weekend. “Since the funeral shall be on 
Friday, we expect to return home over the weekend.” 


Swaziland: Paper Notes Issues Behind Mass 
Stayaway Remain Unresolved 


MB2601090296 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 26 Jan 96 p6 


(Editorial } 
(FBIS Transcribed Text} Until late yesterday there was 
sull no statement from the Swaziland Federation of 


Trade Unions (SFTU) on whether the mass stay-away 
is still on or now off. 


This follows the release of the three unions leaders 
whose release had lately been a condition of ending the 
mass stay-away which ©‘ arted on Monday. 


And there also has been no indication whether any 
new talks between the unions and government have 
resumed or not. And assuming that there are no further 
arrests, the ground is indeed fertile for a new round of 
talks to resume to break the deadlock...anybody for the 
challenge? 


With the withdrawal of charges against the SFTU trio 
at the High Court yesterday, government has been sent 
reeling to the ropes. Everyone has learnt the bitter sweet 
truth of what can happen where there is discord. For a 
country weil known for promoting dialogue to settle 
differences, the events of the last four days have left an 
indelible and embarrassing mark on our slate. 


FBIS-AFR-96-018 
26 January 1996 


And we can no longer afford to play marbles while 
Swaziland is burning. The sooner we take stock of the 
damage inflicted on the country in the last few days the 
quicker we shall sober up to the realities that we are 
responsible for all what has happened. 


We were one of those hard hit by the mass stay-away. 
Because of the power sabotage since Tuesday we were 
not able to publish on Wednesday [word indistinct] 
yesterday. 


But we are but a tip of the iceberg of the damage done 
to business all over the country. The colossal losses 
suffered by the business sector is unimaginable. Not 
to speak of those who were on the verge of investing 
in Swaziland...they are lost, probably forever. So there 
would be less job opportunities and an increasing army 
of the unemployed. 


On the other hand we watched with dismay govern- 
ment officials promising the populace what they could 
not deliver. It is now a sad chapter of history that Muhle 
Tours and Zeemans buses were damaged after having 
heeded the government's PR [public relations} commit- 
tee’s empty promises of providing security. 


The truth of the matter is that besides the destruction 
of property, the death of a 16-year-old innocent girl, 
injuries to people including police offi. ers, the arrest and 
subsequent release of union leaders and the economic 
damage, nothing has changed when it comes to what 
triggered off the mass stay-away. 


The issues remain unresolved. What happens next? 
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Cote d’ Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Regional Satellite Organization 
Meets for Talks 


AB2501185696 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1245 GMT 25 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} The third extraordinary meeting 
of the Regional African Satellite Communication Or- 
ganization [RASCOM] Provisional Members’ Council 
began at the Golf Hotel in Abidjan this morning. Dur- 
ing the three-day meeting, posts and telecommunica- 
lions ministers from RASCOM member states will dis- 
cuss the various problems facing the organization, which 
now includes 42 member states. The participants wii! 
examine and endorse agreements concerning non signa- 
tory shareholders and take stock of RASCOM activities 
over the past four years. RASCOM General Manager 
(Desire Agada) was interviewed by Yves Douo Degon- 
son on the meeting: 


[Begin (Agada) recording] The objective of this third 
extraordinary meeting is to examine the conditions un- 
der which private shareholders and investors may be 
allowed to join the organization. The principle was em- 
bodied in the agreement which established RASCOM 
and was endorsed at subsequent meetings. This meet- 
ing is being held to finalize existing agreements and lay 
down the legal framework outlining those who may be 
alloved to join RASCOM and the minimum investment 
required to do so. This concerns a category of RAS- 
COM members who are not yet shareholders. There are 
various categories of shareholders. For instance, there 
are Organizations which are active in the telecommu- 
nications sector in RASCOM member states. Member 
States are the states which have signed the RASCOM 
agreement. There are 42 of them at the moment. [end 
recording] 


Ghana 


Sierra Leone’s Bio Discusses Elections, Strasser 
Asylum, Returns Home 


AB2501193596 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 25 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state of Sierra 
Leone, Brigadier Julius Bio, left Accra this evening 
for home after a day's visit during which he briefed 
the chairman of the ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States], Flight Lieutenant Jerry John 
Rawlings, on the political developments in his country. 
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Before his departure, the Sierra Leonean leader met the 
press corps at the Kotoka International Airport. Corre- 
spondent George Ankrah has telephoned this report: 


{Begin Ankrah recording] Speaking to newsmen before 
departure, Brigadier Maada Bio said his government 
is committed to holding elections on February 26 this 
year. He said the National Provisional Ruling Council 
has raised some funds from donor countries. He said 
though said support is inadequate, the council believes 
that elections is a step forward toward peace in Sierra 
Leone. 


Commenting on the Sierra Leonean electoral commis- 
sioner, Mr. James Jonah’s complaint that the commis- 
sion has no fund for the scheduled elections, Brig. Bio 
stated that Mr. Jonah is the man in charge of the elec- 
lions, so, the government would want to believe that 
what he is saying is true. The head of state noted that 
the Revolutionary United Front has indicated its pre- 
paredness to participate in the elections if it is pushed 
ahead. His government is now trying to have dialogue 
with the front without accepting any preconditions or 
take any unilateral decisions on the issue. He said their 
commitment would have effect on the decision to either 
hold elections or postpone it. Brig. Bio underscored the 
need to brief the chairman of ECOWAS on the political 
developments in Sierra Leone and to assure him that 
whatever happened in that country was in the interest 
of the Sierra Leonean people. 


On the kind of assistance Ghana would give Sierra 
Leone in her trying moment, President Rawlings noted 
that it is a welcome news that there has been a mu- 
tual declaration of cease-fire in Sierra Leone. According 
to him, in the kind of situation the two countries find 
themselves, Ghana could only provide the National Pro- 
visional Ruling Council with lessons and experiences. 
President Rawlings, however, consented that it would 
be difficult to conduct elections in an atmosphere of 
civil conflict. He expressed the view that a peaceful and 
stable situation should be consolidated first as a deter- 
minant to what to do next. 


Reacting to whether he was taken by surprise by the 
takeover in Sierra Leone, the ECOWAS chairman said 
in politics, nothing is a surprise because so many factors 
contribute to such developments. 


Asked if Ghana would grant the ousted president, 
Valentine Strasser, political asylum, President Rawlings 
said as fellow Africans, his government ought to do so 
if that is the request. He, however, believes that Captain 
Valentine Strasser may want to pursue higher education 
abroad. [end recording] 
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Nigeria (From the "Focus on Africa” program] 

Nigeria: Enugu State Warns Against Threats to (FBIS Transcribed Text] The announcement of a week 

Transition long cease-fire by RUF [Revolutionary United Front] 


AB2601111396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Enugu State Government 
has warned that it will deal firmly with any secret 
meeting aimed at destabilizing the transition-to-civil 
rule program. The administrator, Colonel Mike Torey, 
gave the warning in Enugu yesterday at an emergency 
meeting with traditional rulers in the state. He said 
that government had received reports of secret meetings 
detrimental to the execution of the program. Ebri Ina has 
the story: 


{Begin Ina recording} Col. Mike Torey said that the 
government will not sit back and allow underground 
acts of suppression which could threaten the transition 
program. He warned that should the antigovernment 
activities continue, the government would not hesitate 
to deal with the culprits decisively to maintain law and 
order. The administrator pointed out that the government 
was not deterred by the ongoing attempts from some 
quarters to inject bad blood into the mainstream of the 
body politic of the state. 


He stressed that while the administration continues to 
accommodate popular [word indistinct] opinions, it will 
not do so at the expense of the ongoing transition 
program or the peace and stability of the state. Col. 
Torey appealed to the traditional rulers to educate the 
people, especially at the grassroots, on the need to 
imbibe a solid political culture and behavior in readiness 
for the coming elections. He implored the royal fathers 
to assist the government in identifying and halting the 
recent underground acts of suppression in the state. 


On the issue of indiscriminate land allocation and de- 
velopment, Col. Torey said that he has empowered the 
Ministry of Works to pull down all ongoing illegal 
structures. He emphasized that the state must move for- 
ward, and this could not be achieved by defying gov- 
ernment directives or challenging constituted authority. 
[end recording} 


Sierra Leone 


Sterra Leone: Freetown-Bo Road Traffic Resumes 
Following Cease-Fire 

AB2501224596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 25 Jan 96 


rebels in Sierra Leone has been generally welcomed in 
spite of the rebels’ insistence that elections in Sierra 
Leone should now be postponed while peace talks get 
started. Hardest hit by the war has been the southeast. 
The city of Bo, refuge to thousands of displaced people, 
has been virtually cut off, but since the cease-fire, 
road traffic from Freetown to Bo has resumed, and aid 
agencies and businessmen have been taking advantage 
of the new climate of peace as our correspondent in Bo, 
Alhassan Sillah, reports: 


{Begin Sillah recording] Both aid agencies and the busi- 
ness community in Bo have been taking full advantage 
of the RUF-declared cease-fire within the last 48 hours, 
and this township is at the moment awash with trucks 
and trailers, all loaded with either relief items or essen- 
tial goods. One aid agency official told me this morn- 
ing that some 10 truck loads of relief items arrived here 
last night and were off-loaded into their warehouses this 
morning and the trucks have already made their way 
back to Freetown to go bring more supplies. [as heard] 


However, both aid agencies and members of the busi- 
ness community say they are worried that the one-week 
cease-fire order on road ambushes by the RUF’s War 
Council is too short a period to bring food to parucularly 
the displaced population. Aid agency officials say they 
are to provide relief for over 300,000 displaced people, 
most of whom had their last supplies in November last 
year. 


Aid officials also say that their shipment of goods 1s 
hampered by the business community, who pay higher 
prices to transporters. The government, surely, should 
come in and help us on this problem, one aid official 
told me. Businessmen, on the other hand, argue that 
stocks for their consumers which had remained empty 
since the beginning of December should be replenished, 
and fast. Over 100 haulage trucks have arrived in Bo 
with goods in the past 48 hours 


In the meantime, most people I have spoken to here 
regarding the RUF’s second demand — namely, the 
postponement of 26 February elections — say they are 
prepared to see a slight shift in this date if only this will 
ensure peace. [end recording] 
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of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as adapted by FBIS. Unverified 
names in radio and television material appear in parentheses and are 
spelled phonetically; words and phrases in parentheses preceded by a 
question mark are unclear in the original and deduced from context. 


U.S. Government Customers Non-Government Customers 


For a list of FBIS products, to subscribe to Subscriptions are available from the 
an FBIS publication, or to indicate a National Technical Information Service: 


change of address contact: NTIS 

FBIS 5285 Port Royal Road 

P.O. Box 2604 , VA 22161 
Washington, DC 20013-2604 T : (703) 487-4630 
Telephone: (202) 338-6735 FAX: (703) 321-8547 


FAX: (703) 733-6042 


New subscribers should expect a 30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 
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